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WASHABILITY TESTS OF ILLINOIS COALS 


I. INTRODUCTION 


1. Object and Scope of Investigation —Previous bulletins* of the 
Engineering Experiment Station have dealt with coal preparation 
problems in Illinois. A report of the United States Bureau of Minest 
gives results of cleaning tests on a coal from Montgomery County, 
Illinois, the work being done under a codperative agreement between 
the Bureau of Mines, the Engineering Experiment Station, and the 
State Geological Survey. A report of work done under the same co- 
operative agreement and by the same authors was issued by the Bu- 
reau of Mines (Bulletin 300) late in 1929. For Illinois, it gives data 
on a coal from Marshall County and on one from Franklin County. 
Other earlier references give some information, more or less fragmen- 
tary, as to the washability of Illinois coal. 

In general, however, it may be said that there has been available 
but little material on the washing characteristics of Illinois coals, 
and practically none of this material is on the coals of the northern 
half of the state. 

In order to make available a wider and more complete knowledge 
of Illinois coals, both with respect to their preparation and washability 
and to their combustion characteristics, the Zeigler Coal and Coke 
Company of Chicago, by Mr. D. B. Fulton, vice president, entered 
into a cooperative agreement with the Engineering Experiment Station 
for the investigation of Illinois coals. This agreement became effective 
December 1, 1928, and continued for one year. 

The part of the investigation pertaining to preparation and wash- 
ability tests was assigned to the Department of Mining Engineering. 
The objects were: to select a few typical mines and study the occur- 
rence of visible impurities in the coal, and the nature of the roof and 
floor; to study the methods of mining, and determine what effect they 
had on the impurities in the mined coal; to consider the possibilities 
of hand picking these coals; to secure adequate samples of the mined 
coal, and make a reasonably complete study of the washability of these 
coals; to determine the amount and distribution of ash and the differ- 
ent forms of sulphur; to determine yields of washed coal, and the 

*“Coal Washing in Illinois,” Univ. of Ill. Eng. Exp. Sta. Bul. 69, 1913; “ Pe eee acne 


of Bituminous Coal at Illinois Mines,’”’ Univ. of Ill. Eng. Exp. Sta. Bul. 88, 
tTechnical Paper 361, ‘‘Cleaning Tests of Illinois Coals,’”’ by Thomas Fraser and H. F. 


Yancey, 1925. 
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limits of the reduction of ash and sulphur percentages; to make some 
studies of the variation in fusion point of the ash of raw coal and 
washed coal. 
After consultation with the State Geological Survey and the ap- 
proval of the codperating agent, the following mines were selected: 
Mine A LaSalle County, No. 5 Bed 
Mine B* Marshall County, No. 7 Bed 
Mine C Peoria County, No. 5 Bed 
Mine Dj Peoria County, No. 5 Bed 
Mine E LaSalle County, No. 2 Bed 
Mine F Franklin County, No. 6 Bed (low sulphur area) 
MineG Williamson County, No. 5 Bed 
Samples were obtained, studies made, and tests conducted as de- 
scribed in Chapter III. 


2. Acknowledgments.—The investigation has been part of the regu- 
lar work of the Engineering Experiment Station of which Dean Mino 
S. Kercuvum is the director, and of the Department of Mining En- 
gineering of which Pror. ALFRED C. CALLEN is the head. 

All the details of the investigation were under the immediate super- 
vision of the senior author. The junior author was in charge of the 
field and laboratory work and of the preparation of data. J. E. 
MacHamer and R. B. Hoover were appointed special research gradu- 
ate assistants and assigned to this problem, Mr. Machamer carrying 
on the field work and the float-and-sink tests, while Mr. Hoover made 
all the chemical analyses. 

Grateful acknowledgment is made of the assistance of Dr. G. H. 
Capy and Mr. C. G. Batu of the State Geological Survey, and of the 
codperation of the mining companies and their operating officials. 


Il. Tur PREPARATION OF COAL 


3. General Features—Coal preparation may be defined as the re- 
moval from the coal of part of its separable impurities and the sizing 
of the coal, both in response to the demands of the market. Thus con- 
sidered, preparation may begin at the working face as the miner picks 
out the larger pieces of impurities—bands of shale, sulphur balls, or 
layers of bone coal. It continues as the coal is treated in the tipple 
by sizing, by hand picking, or as it is “washed” by wet or dry proc- 
esses, or as refuse is removed by mechanical appliances. 


*Three “country banks’? were sampled and the composite sample was treated as Mine B 
tChannel samples only. ; 
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It is not the function of this report to deal with coal preparation 
methods in general nor to consider particular processes, but rather to 
‘present the characteristics of Lllinois coals as determined by this in- 
vestigation that affect their washability, and to show the limiting 
qualities and yields that may be secured by proper preparation. It is 
possible to give but a brief survey of the problems of coal preparation 
to serve as an introduction to the consideration of the data presented 
‘in this report. 


4. Impurities in Coal and Their Effects —From the standpoint of 
utilization, there are two chief impurities in coal, ash and sulphur. 

Not even the purest coal is completely combustible. The plants 
from which coal was made contained some mineral matter, as do all 
plants today, and this mineral matter makes up part of the ash of all 
coals. If the accumulations of vegetal material took place in clear 
water and with no influx of mud or silt, the coal formed therefrom 
may be exceptionally low in ash. If small pieces of the cleanest coal 
have been selected for analysis, or if the purest coal has been separated 
by floating it on a heavy solution, a very low percentage of ash may be 
found, perhaps only a fraction of one per cent. If, however, the 
accumulations were laid down in muddy water, the inherent* ash 
would be much greater. 

As examples of these extremes, the ash in the finer sizes of coals 
from Mines F and B may be cited. Expressed on a moisture-free basis, 
the ash in samples floating on a solution of 1.30 specific gravity was: 
for 20x48 mesh coal, for Mine F, 0.86 per cent, for Mine B, 2.95 
per cent; for coal through 48 mesh, for Mine F, 0.27 per cent, for 
Mine B, 2.88 per cent. 

In addition to the ash that may be considered to be inherent in a 
given coal, there may be other ash-forming material in the bed that 
is not inherent in the coal substance nor deposited concurrently but 
which was laid down during changing geologic conditions. Thus a 
band of shale or a layer of “bone coal” perhaps a fraction of an 
inch or several inches in thickness may be found in the bed, extend- 

*The term ‘inherent ash’? has been generally used to denote the ash that is part of the 
coal substance itself, such ash representing not only the ash from the plant material but also 
that from the fine silt or slime that accumulated concurrently with the vegetal material. Some- 
times this inherent ash has been referred to as “inseparable ash,’’ but this is not a justifiable 
synonym, for fine crushing will free some of these fine ash- material particles. The term “inherent” 
refers only to the fact that the coal-fcrming material was originally a concurrent deposition 
of vegetal and extraneous mineral matter, and to that extent the ash may be considered in- 
herent. Inseparable ash should be considered only as that ash that cannot be removed from 
coal of any given size; it may consist either of inherent ash alone or of inherent and inter- 
bedded ash. Mott and Wheeler (Fuel in Science and Practice, VI, 9, September, 1927, pp. 416-420) 
describe the results they secured in separating the extraneous or adventitious ash from the ash 


representing the mineral constituents of the coal-forming plants. They apply the term “in- 
herent ash’’ to this latter type only. 
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ing for miles. Such impurities are called sedimentary or interbedded 
impurities. Bone coal has some fuel value, for it is customary to 
call impure layers bone coal if they contain say 50 per cent or more of 
coal material, but bands or binders containing less than this amount 
are of no value. 

Additional ash-forming material may come into a coal bed after 
its formation by means of circulating waters carrying salts of sodium, 
iron, or calcium in solution and depositing them under favorable con- 
ditions either as precipitates or replacements. Thus are formed pyrite, 
whether as nodules, lenses, or flakes, calcite and gypsum, and occa- 
sionally halite. Other material that results in ash is represented by 
the clay that has filled cracks and fissures in the coal, forming “slips,” 
“clay veins” or “mud slips.” Such impurities are called subsequent 
impurities. 

Sulphur occurs in coal both as an inherent and as a subsequent 
impurity. Most, if not all, of the inherent sulphur is in combination 
with the organic coal substance and so is known as organic sulphur. 

Pyrite or marcasite, FeS,, is the chief source of visible sulphur 
in coal. In some coals it is the major source of all sulphur. As indi- 
cated above, it may be present as nodules, lenses, or flakes. It some- 
times occurs in layers or in veins or veinlets. Some coals show con- 
siderable microscopic pyrite, most of the particles being less than 0.002 
in. in diameter. 

Another source of sulphur in coal is gypsum, CaSO,, 2H,O, which 
sometimes occurs as white flakes in the joints or cleavage planes of 
the coal. As a rule, the amount of sulphur of this kind is small, seldom 
over 0.2 per cent and frequently less than 0.1 per cent. Such sulphur 
is called ‘“‘sulphate sulphur.” If the coal is freshly mined, the gypsum 
will probably be the only source of sulphate sulphur. If the coal has 
been mined for some time, however, some iron suphate may be formed 
as the result of the oxidation of pyrite. 

All the impurities discussed have been parts of the coal bed. It 
must be evident, however, that in mining the coal some portions of 
the roof and floor may be included with the coal loaded into the mine 
car. Such material is, of course, ash forming, and may introduce ad- 
ditional sulphur. 

It might be well to note that ash as reported in a proximate analy- 
sis of coal does not represent the percentage of impure material in the 
coal, but is the incombustible residue left after ignition. The shale 
constituents lose water of hydration and carbonaceous material on 
ignition, pyrite loses sulphur and gains oxygen, calcium carbonate loses 
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carbon dioxide. In every case there is a greater amount of impurities 
in the coal than is shown by the percentage of ash reported by the 
chemist. Under most conditions no correction is made for this error, 
for the numerical value of the correction might easily be less than the 
variation between samples. 

Moisture has not been mentioned as an impurity because it is not 
of immediate concern in studying the washability of coal. It is, how- 
ever, an important impurity considered from the standpoint of utili- 
zation of the coal. Being incombustible, it reduces directly the heating 
value of the coal. 

Ash produces several deleterious effects. It lowers the heating value 
directly because it replaces an equal amount of combustible. Its 
presence means useless expenditure for freight charges on the raw 
coal, handling costs in utilization and for removal and disposal of the 
ashes. It also results in lower furnace efficiencies. 

If the coal is made into coke, the effects of the ash may be even 
more serious. Since a ton of coal yields from 34 to °4 ton of coke, the 
percentage of ash in the coke will be from 1.3 to 1.5 times the percent- 
age in the coal. If the coke is used for metallurgical purposes, say in 
the blast furnace for the manufacture of pig iron, greater quantities of 
flux will be required to give a slag of proper composition, more coke 
will therefore be required and the capacity of the furnace will be de- 
creased. 

High sulphur in metallurgical coke is even more objectionable. 
Sulphur must be kept out of the pig iron by carrying the sulphur into 
the slag. This requires greater quantities of limestone and a greater 
consumption of coke per ton of pig iron produced. 

Many studies of the economics of ash and sulphur in the blast 
furnace have been made, but it is not necessary to detail them here. 
It will be sufficient to give general examples. It has been estimated 
that a reduction of one in the percentage of ash in the coke means a 
saving of about 25 cents per ton of pig iron. For each 0.1 reduction 
in the percentage of sulphur in the coke, a saving may be made of 
from 15 to 30 cents or more per ton of pig iron. 

In the ceramic industry, high-sulphur coals are undesirable for 
burning certain clay wares, producing discoloration of the ware and 
glazes. In some cases, a coal as low as one per cent in sulphur is re- 
quired. 

For use in domestic furnaces, coal high in sulphur can be used 
without much trouble. The same is true of steam coal although in 
many cases excessive corrosion results from the use of coals high in 
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sulphur. The exact cause of this is not yet known, but it appears 
to be due in the main to some effect of the coarser pyritic sulphur. 

Other deleterious effects attributed to high sulphur are clinker 
trouble and spontaneous combustion. Neither of these are invariably 
or even generally caused by high sulphur. 


5. Factors Affecting Washability—In considering whether a coal 
can be improved by washing or by handpicking, or by any other 
means, it is necessary that two questions be answered affirmatively: 

(1) Can the impurity be loosened from the coal? 

(2) Can the freed impurity be separated from the coal? 

Simple as these questions may seem, yet many failures have re- 
sulted by ignoring or misunderstanding them. 

It is quite evident that a large lump of pyrite with attached coal 
may be loosened by breaking off the coal, and that the lump of pyrite 
may then be separated from the coal by the simple process of lifting 
it by hand and throwing it away. In like manner an adhering layer 
of shale may be freed and separated. Pieces of roof or floor that have 
been mixed with the mined coal are already free, as a rule, and may be 
easily removed if they are of sufficient size. For sizes down to about 
3 inches such simple methods may suffice unless the impurities are 
thin layers or veinlets. 

For finer sizes, the impurities may have been loosened from the coal 
by mining and blasting. On the other hand, it may be necessary to 
crush all or the greater part of the coal to a very small size in order 
to free the impurities effectively. It must be evident that crushing 
to very small particles will free all impurities except those that are 
inherent and those of a smaller size than the crushed particles. While 
fine crushing may be very undesirable in many cases due to the lack 
of demand for fine coal, yet the fact remains that with many coals fine 
crushing may be absolutely necessary to secure maximum freeing. 
The economical fineness of crushing must be decided for each particu- 
lar coal. 

But after the coal is freed from its attached impurities it must be 
separable from them if it is to be considered a washable coal. Since 
the cleanest bituminous coal has a specific gravity of about 1.25-1.40, 
and since shale and similar impurities have a gravity of from 2.0-2.6, 
and pyrite a gravity up to 5.2, it is clear that any cleaning process 
based on differences in specific gravity of coal and impurity would be 
likely to succeed. 

However, there are certain factors that militate against the easy 
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simplicity implied by this general statement. The intermediate ma- 
terial lying say between 1.5 and 2.0 specific gravity, and consisting 
_ either of bone coal or particles of intermingled coal and shale, may 
make impossible an absolute separation into clean coal and refuse. 
Hither the intermediate material will appear as a middling product 
or a two-group separation will be made, the so-called clean coal con- 
taining the purer bone or interstratified coal and slate, and the refuse 
carrying the remainder. Some of the clay may disintegrate and go 
into suspension making separation impossible. The shape of the par- 
ticles of impurities will have a bearing on washability because specific 
gravity alone is not the only basis of the cleaning process, for the 
relative rate of settling in water depends on the shape as well as 
the gravity of the particles. It is evident that a flat piece of slate or a 
flake of pyrite, calcite, or gypsum might, in spite of its greater gravity, 
behave in the same way as a cube of coal. 

In spite of these factors that tend to prevent a strictly specific 
gravity separation of coal and refuse in a commercial process the 
fact remains that a careful specific gravity analysis gives an excellent 
guide to the results that may be attained commercially. Granted per- 
fect sampling, a specific gravity analysis shows the minimum per- 
centages of ash and sulphur that are possible. With such an analysis 
and with a knowledge of the character of the coal and of the details 
of a given cleaning process close estimates may be made of the ash 
and sulphur that may be expected in washed coal. These percent- 
ages are often surprisingly close to those indicated by the specific 
gravity analysis. 


6. Coal Washing Processes—More than a century ago the practice 
of coal washing began in Europe, and for centuries prior to that use 
had been made of water and specific gravity differences in minerals 
to concentrate ores. It was quite natural for the term “washing” to 
be applied to this process of beneficiating coal, and despite the fact 
that air rather than water is now used in some processes, no better 
word than “washing” has been found. It indicates the cleaning of 
coal, or the removal of impurities by means other than hand-picking 
or the use of mechanical methods such as the spiral separator. 

Such separations may be made with water as a medium, with air, 
or with a water-sand mixture. Upon the specific gravities of the par- 
ticles of material to be treated depends in the main the working of 
such processes. They may be classified as: 
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(a) Water Processes 
Troughs or Launders 
Jigs 
Classifiers 
Tables 
: ; Sand-water mixtures 
Serra, ora Heavy solutions 
(b) Dry Processes 
Tables 

Other processes in which specific gravity is not the important 
factor are: 

Oil “amalgam” (Trent process) 
Froth flotation 

There are other processes for cleaning coal that have been tried, 
either on a laboratory or a commercial scale, but any coal washing 
process in commercial use today may be classed under one of these 
heads. 

There is no coal-cleaning process that may be regarded as the 
“best” process for all coals. The characteristics of the coal and im- 
purities and the comparative features of the various coal washing 
processes must be studied side by side from the standpoint of both 
engineering and economics before even a tentative selection of process 
can be made. 

So much interest has been shown in coal washing during the past 
ten years and so rapid have been the changes in the art that technical 
literature contains a wealth of descriptive material and performance 
data. This is particularly true of air cleaning processes, the sand 
flotation process and the Rheolaveur process. Some recent books* also 
furnish valuable information, not only on processes but on the wash- 
ability problem in general. Those who desire detailed information 
on the various coal washing processes are referred to these books, to 
the transactions of several of the mining institutes, and to the techni- 
cal press. 


IlI. WasHasitiry TxEsts 


A consideration of coal preparation as presented in Chapter II 
suggests a basis for drawing up a plan for testing the washability 
of coals. It should be quite clear that such a plan must include: 

*Louis, Henry, ‘‘The Preparation of Coal for the Market” 

Chapman and Mott, “The Cleaning of Coal” 


Minikin, R. C. R., ‘Modern Coal Washing Practice” 
Prochaska, Ernst, “Coal Washing”’ 
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(a) The study of the coal in the mine together with careful mine 
sampling 

(b) Tipple sampling that will give a true sample of the coal as 
brought from the mine 

(c) A study of the specific gravity characteristics of the coal by 
float-and-sink tests 

(d) Chemical analysis of all products, particularly for ash and 
sulphur 

(e) An interpretation of the data secured. 


7. Mine Examination —At each mine a careful study was made of 
the coal bed and the impurities associated with it, including the roof 
and the floor. For sampling, from two to four locations were selected 
in widely separated parts of the mine and especial care was given to 
the study of these coal faces. At each location a columnar section of 
the bed was made, giving the exact location of the various bands of 
impurities. The method of mining was also observed, and attention 
given to the effects of undercutting, blasting, and loading, particularly 
with respect to the impurities added to the coal from the roof and floor. 

In taking face samples the standard method* of the United States 
Bureau of Mines was followed with one slight modification. In brief, 
the standard method calls for a straightening and cleaning of the face 
and then the cutting of a channel sample from roof to floor, the size 
of the channel being about 12 square inches, giving a sample of about 
six pounds per foot of bed thickness; bands of impurities more than 
3% inch in thickness or lenses or concretions of pyrite or other impuri- 
ties more than 2 inches in diameter and % inch thick, may be ex- 
cluded from the sample if, in the judgment of the sampler, they are 
excluded by the miner when he loads the coal. 

In planning the methods to be followed in this investigation, it 
was decided that nothing should be excluded from the channel sample. 
With the rapid increase in the application of mechanical methods of 
loading, where the machine loads all the material that is blasted down, 
and where it is seldom possible to remove any impurities at the work- 
ing face, it was believed that the information given by a complete 
channel sample would be more valuable than that given by the stand- 
ard method. Accordingly a channel six inches wide and two inches 
deep was cut from roof to floor, care being taken to keep the size of 
the channel uniform, and every particle was included in the sample. 
This sample was then crushed to about 4 inch in a portable coffee- 


*“The Sampling of Coal in the Mine,” U. S. Bureau of Mines Technical Paper No. 1. 
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mill-type crusher, riffled down to three or four pounds, and sealed in 
a sample can for shipment to the laboratory. 

At each location where a complete channel sample was taken “in- 
crement samples” were secured also, in order to make a better study 
of the distribution of the impurities in the coal bed. These “increment 
samples” were really separate channel samples of each band of im- 
purity and of the various benches of the coal. These benches were 
either natural benches defined by free partings, or benches chosen by 
the appearance of the coal and impurities or by the assignment of an 
arbitrary measurement. As a rule each increment sample was taken 
by deepening the rectangular cross-section formed by cutting the com- 
plete channel sample. 

Mine samples are designated in this report by Roman numerals 
(I, II, etc.) denoting the exact location in the mine as shown by the 
field notes. The suffix a indicates a complete channel sample. The 
suffix b denotes an increment sample and the Arabic numeral follow- 
ing it shows the location of the increment in the section of the bed. 
These details are shown clearly in the columnar sections for each mine, 
Figs. 3, 6, 8, 11, 12, 14, and 16. 


8. Tipple Samples—tThe accuracy of a study of the washability 
of a coal is dependent largely on the care and thoroughness expended 
in taking the sample for analysis. 

There is considerable variation in the form, size, and quantity of 
impurities found in any coal bed’in Illinois. This variation is par- 
ticularly pronounced when considering impurities of the same bed 
but at widely separated areas. To a lesser extent this is even true of 
the coal in a single mine. The coal from one section of a mine may be 
very clean with few extraneous impurities, while that from another 
section may have a considerable amount of slate, bone, and pyrite 
associated with it. This variation in the amount of impurities in 
different sections of the mine is reflected in the tipple samples if not 
taken properly. During certain periods of the day trips may be com- 
ing from some sections of the mine more frequently than from others, 
causing a variation in the amount of impurities. This change can also 
be reflected in day-to-day output, for one day’s loading may be better 
than the next. The coal that is produced a month or a year from a 
certain date may be different from that of the given date. 

In order to have each sample as representative of the coal bed 
as possible, the mines were sampled over a period of at least one 
day’s operation, and preferably two or three days were consumed in 
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taking the tipple samples. Such a procedure should give a reasonably 
representative sample of the coal produced in the particular locality 
-in which the mine sampled is located. Furthermore, the results of the 
washability analyses of this sample should be fairly indicative of the 
ease or difficulty of removing the impurities from coal from a con- 
siderable area of this coal bed. 

The size of sample to be taken is dependent on the size of the 
coal and size of impurities in the coal. Obviously it is much easier to 
sample accurately run-of-mine coal with impurities not greater than 
one inch in diameter than to sample run-of-mine coal with impurities 
as much as four inches in diameter. Chapman and Mott* calculated 
the effect of an excluded or included extra piece of impurity in a 
hundred-pound sample of coal. The authors made a similar calcula- 
tion assuming that the average ash of the coal was 8 per cent and of 
the shale impurity 80 per cent. The specific gravity of the coal was 
assumed to be 1.38 and of the shale 2.6. 


Size of assumed Weight of coal, lb. Weight of shale, lb. Variation in Ash 
cubes, in. per cent 
4 3 6 4 .32 
3 120 2.50 1.80 
2 On3Z 0.74 0.53 
1 0.0046 0.0092 0.0067 


It is to be noted that for sizes less than two inches, the exclusion 
or inclusion of an extra piece of impurity of that size does not influence 
the percentage error very greatly. However, the sizes above two inches 
are considerably affected. For example, the ash percentage of the 
four-inch size could be raised to 8.0 + 4.32 = 12.32 per cent by the 
inclusion of an extra four-inch piece of shale in a hundred-pound 
sample. 

A study of the theory of probability as applied to coal sampling 
is revealing and indicates that for average conditions a sample of at 
least 2000 particles should be taken to keep the probable error within 
+ 0.4 per cent. This agrees with tests made by Blythe and O’Shea,t 
who used colored counters and came to the conclusion that at least 
2000 particles should be used to keep the probable error + 0.5 per 
cent. Therefore, on this basis, the followmg samples should be taken 
for the sizes listed if the size of cube be taken as the diameter of the 
smaller round hole screen.£ 


*Chapman and Mott, ‘“The Cleaning of Coal,” p. 578. 

tTrans. Inst. Min. Eng., Vol. 57, p. 261, 1919. : 

tWith a screen ratio of 2, the diameter of the smaller hole is about the same as the edge 
of the cube that will pass a round hole whose diameter is the mean of the two screen hole 


diameters. 
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Screen Size, in. Weight of Sample, lb. ! 
6X3 2500 
3xX1% 312 
yx % 40 
34 X & 5 


These calculations are based on theoretical cubes and probably 
give larger quantities than would be needed, for the impurities are usu- 
ally more tabular than cubical. Any error is on the side of safety, 
and in the absence of any reasons for modifying the size of sample, 
these figures might well be considered as giving the minimum weight 
of sample that should be taken. The main value of the table is that 
it emphasizes the importance of taking large samples of the larger 
sizes of coal. 

For several reasons the quantities taken of the larger sizes were 
less than these values. Chief among these reasons was the belief that 
the additional cost of collecting the larger samples would not result 
in any marked gain in accuracy because of the very limited amount of 
large pieces of free impurities in the coal. The main purpose of the 
investigation was to determine the quality and yield of coal that might 
result from washing the raw coal. Variations due to sampling would 
have little effect on the quality of the washed coal, and, while the 
yield would be directly affected by such variations, yet when referred 
to the run-of-mine basis the effect would not be so marked. 

The following general schedule was used in obtaining tipple 
samples, the minimum amoynts being taken for relatively clean coals 
and the maximum for dirty coals. 


Size Minimum Sample, lb. Maximum Sample, lb. 
6-in. lump 2000 
6 X 3in. 500 750 
3X 14in. 250 300 
1% X 3 in. 50 100 
34 X %in. 25 75 
34 X Oin. 25 
Run-of-Mine 3000 


The final samples for sizes of 14% inch and less were obtained by 
quartering down the original samples. 

During the field work a careful watch was kept on the character 
of the tipple products to see whether the actual conditions checked 
up with the assumptions on which the schedule was based. At every 
mine it was felt that the samples secured represented a good average 
for the period (a day or more) during which the samples were taken. 
After all tests had been made and the analyses completed, it was 
found that the regularity of the general results confirmed this feeling. 
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At most of the mines it was either necessary or deemed best to 

take the tipple samples from run-of-mine rather than sized coal. 
These samples were then sized at the laboratory previous to making 
the washability tests. It will be noted from the results of the screen 
analyses of the run-of-mine samples that in practically every case 
the largest sizes (6x3, 3x11) amounted to from 20 to 30 per 
cent of the total sample, thus giving at least 500 pounds of each of 
these sizes for testing purposes. Thus a run-of-mine sample of the 
amount recommended, upon being screened in the laboratory, gave 
enough of the various sizes by weights to more than satisfy the mini- 
mum requirements as outlined. 

Coal is subject to breakage from the time it is shot down in the 
mine until it reaches the railroad cars. Loading underground, trans- 
portation, hoisting, and screening constitute the chief means of break- 
age. There is not much variation in the way a coal is handled until 
it reaches the tipple. It is important from a washability standpoint 
to take the sample before it has a chance to be further broken up 
in passing through the tipple, that is, it is of importance to know the 
sizes being made as well as the amount of impurities in determining 
the washability characteristics of a coal. For this reason samples were 
generally taken from the feeder just before the coal entered the main 
shaker screen. Consequently, practically all samples were represen- 
tative of the coal as it came to the tipple and not broken up or cleaned 
other than is normally done in mining, haulage, and hoisting opera- 
tions. 

The difficulty of sampling large sizes of coal has been mentioned. 
The difficulties encountered in attempting to sample a large stream 
of run-of-mine coal from a mine producing a large tonnage are also 
apparent. Grab sampling is inaccurate both as to size distribution 
and impurity distribution due to segregation of sizes and impurities 
at certain definite points in a stream of moving coal. The best method 
is to cut a stream of moving coal at stated intervals removing a com- 
plete section of the stream at each sampling period. The sampling 
should continue through at least one day’s operation. It is rather easy 
to cut a section out of a stream of moving coal with large scoop 
shovels, provided the size of the coal is not greater than about 2 inches. 
It is much more difficult to cut a stream of the larger sizes. This can 
be accomplished by two men using a sampling cloth or canvas, sta- 
tioned one on each side of the feeder, chute or stream of coal. All 
samples after being taken were carefully sacked in good strong bags, 
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marked “Handle with Care” and shipped to the laboratory where 
facilities were such that they could be screened and tested under ideal 
conditions. 


9. Chemical Analysis——To secure samples of raw coal or float-and- 
sink fractions for chemical analysis, a riffle sampler was used exclu- 
sively in order to avoid any errors that might be introduced by coning 
and quartering. The final samples were ground in a horizontal-dise 
pulverizer to pass a 60-mesh sieve, placed in rubber-stoppered sample 
bottles, and thoroughly mixed on a mixing wheel. 

Standard methods of coal analysis, or modifications thereof, were 
used in this work. Moisture was determined by heating for one hour 
at 105 deg. C. in an electric oven having thermostatic control. Vola- 
tile matter was run by heating a 1-gram sample in a 10-cce. platinum 
crucible with a capsule cover for exactly 7 minutes at 950 deg. C. 
in a Fieldner furnace with a control rheostat; the temperature was de- 
termined by a standardized thermocouple. Ash was determined by ig- 
nition in an electric muffle furnace. 

For total sulphur, the sodium peroxide fusion method of Parr was 
followed, the sulphur being weighed as barium sulphate. Pyritic sul- 
phur and “sulphate” sulphur were determined by the methods of 
Parr and Powell,* and organic sulphur by difference. 

Since the calorific values of the raw and the washed coal were not 
of as much interest as the ash and sulphur content, it was decided not 
to determine the calorific values in the calorimeter but to calculate 
them from the known unit coal values determined for coals of these 
localities in other investigations. Parr has shownt how uniform is 
the unit coal value for a given coal bed over an entire county and 
many unit values for [Illinois coal beds have been publishedt by the 
State Geological Survey. Some of the mine samples were tested in the 
oxygen bomb calorimeter by the United States Bureau of Mines, and 
in these cases unit coal values were calculated from such determina- 
tions. Unless special notation is made in the tables, all calorific 
values have been calculated from reliable unit coal values. It is be- 
lieved that these calculated calorific values are sufficiently exact for 
any use to which the results of this investigation may be put. 


*“A Study of the Forms in Which Sulphur Occurs in Coal,” Univ. of Ill. Eng. Exp. Sta. 


pul ae 1919. “The Analysis of Sulphur Forms in Coal,’’ U. S. Bur. Mines Technical Paper 


e pi pe cease and Sale of Illinois Coal on Specifications,’ Ill. State Geological Survey Bul. 


aan l Ges a ” . 
marimar Coals,” by G. W. Hawley. Ill. State Geological Survey, Codp. Mines 
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Determinations of the fusibility of ash were made according to 
the standard method of the American Society for Testing Materials. 
The ash of coal is classified in three groups according to its fusibility: 

Class 1, refractory ashes, softening above 2600 deg. F. 

Class 2, ashes of medium fusibility, softening between 2200 and 

2600 deg. F. 
Class 3, easily fusible ashes, softening below 2200 deg. F. 


10. Float-and-Sink Tests—The prime purpose of any plan of 
preparation or washing of coal is to improve its quality by lowering 
the amount of ash or sulphur or both. Any such improvement results 
from a separation of the good coal from its accompanying free im- 
purities. Any study of the washability of a coal must therefore be 
based on a similar separation, but a separation that will result in 
several fractions so that there will be opportunity to judge of the 
quality of the resultant products in order to ascertain the point at 
which the best separation can be made. 

The basis of any commercial coal washing process is the difference 
in specific gravity between the coal and the impurities, but such vari- 
ables as shape of particles, rate of feed, speed of mechanism, etc., 
necessitate a rather long period of adjustment of machinery before 
the best and most uniform results can be obtained. It is the effect of 
such variables that makes it inadvisable to study the washability of a 
coal by running brief tests on small-scale machines. It is much more 
advisable to use a test method in which all these variables are elimi- 
nated and the separation is based solely on differences in specific grav- 
ity. This is called the float-and-sink method of testing.* It utilizes 
heavy-gravity solutions in which the separations can be made at 
several different specific gravities and the products removed for an- 
alysis. The proper arrangement and interpretation of these results will 
show: 

(1) Amount and distribution of impurities, particularly ash and 

sulphur, in the different specific gravity fractions. 

(2) The degree that a coal can be improved by cleaning methods 

with amount and kind of products to be expected. 

(3) A suggestion as to the best type of cleaning plant to use on 

the coal under investigation. 

(4) An indication as to whether the coal will be easy or hard to 

clean. 


*Discussions of this and other methods may be found in considerable detail m: Chapman 
and Mott, ‘The Cleaning of Coal’’; Henry Louis, “The Preparation of Coal for the Market’’; 
“Coal Washing Investigations,’ U. S. Bur. Mines Bul. 300, 1929. 


22 ILLINOIS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION 


(5) The minimum percentages of ash and sulphur that can be ob- 
tained, with recoveries. Inherent ash and sulphur can be de- 
termined for the purest coal of any particular size. 

(6) The nature and amount of the impurities in any size. 

(7) The occurrence of impurities as to whether free or inter- 
stratified in the different fractions. This will tend to show 
whether middlings should be recrushed and further treated. 

(8) The efficiency of existing coal cleaning plants may be de- 
termined. 

Sizes above 6 inches cannot be treated with any degree of satis- 
faction by float-and-sink methods. Since such sizes are generally 
handpicked in cleaning plants, it is obviously unnecessary to try and 
treat such large sizes by any other method than handpicking. How- 
ever, the products from handpicking, if their appearance Justify it, 
should be crushed and treated by the float-and-sink process in order . 
to determine what yield of good coal could be expected by crushing 
these products to a finer size. 

Illinois coal above 3 inches in size can usually be picked by hand 
in competition with mechanical cleaning plants. Sizes below 3 inches 
must be cleaned mechanically if any satisfactory reduction in ash is 
to be expected. Although sizes above 1 inch are generally not investi- 
gated by the float-and-sink method, yet cleaning plants are treating 
larger sizes than formerly, some plants even treating sizes as coarse 
as 6 inches. In order to get as clear a picture of a coal as possible, it 
was therefore decided to attempt testing of all sizes below six inches. 
Apparatus, which is described later, was therefore designed which en- 
abled these larger sizes and correspondingly large samples to be tested 
with practically the same ease and dispatch that the smaller sizes 
normally are tested. In general then, in order to get a complete pic- 
ture of a coal, the following sizes were tested in the laboratory: 


By Handpicking—6-in. lump 


By Float-and-Sink Test— By Float-and-Sink Test— 
6 X 3-in. 343 X 10 mesh 
3 X 1'-in. 10 XK 20 mesh 
1% X %-in. 20 X 48 mesh 
% X 9-in. 48 X 0 mesh 
36 X %e-in 


As a rule the minus 48-mesh coal was tested as one size, but in 
one or two instances it was divided into three sizes for testing— 
48 x 100, 100 x 200, and minus 200 mesh. All screens from 6-in. to 
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%46-in. inclusive were round hole punched plate screens. Standard 
Tyler sieves were used for 10 mesh and finer. 

The sizes selected for testing, or their combinations, are the sizes 
_ generally made at Illinois mines, and the test results can therefore 
be applied directly to commercial practice. 

Two general types of heavy-gravity liquids are available: aqueous 
solutions and organic liquids. Calcium chloride and zine chloride so- 
lutions are examples of the former that are generally used. Carbon 
tetrachloride, benzol, and bromoform are examples of the second type. 

Zine chloride has a wider range of specific gravities when mixed 
with water than has calcium chloride, and hence has the widest ap- 
plication in float-and-sink testing. Zine chloride is cheap, and 
solutions of this salt and water will last for a long time if the solu- 
tion is filtered from time to time to remove fine particles of shale, 
pyrite, and coal. Care must be exercised in washing this solution from 
the float-and-sink fractions since the solution tends to coat the coal and 
if not washed off properly may cause erroneous results. Solutions of 
this salt are thick and viscous and do not wet fine coal readily. It is 
very difficult, however, to wash the solution from fine coal. Therefore, 
the use of zinc chloride is not recommended for sizes finer than %¢ in. 

Carbon tetrachloride mixed with benzol or bromoform makes an 
ideal solution for treating the finer sizes of coal. At 25 deg C. the 
specific gravity of carbon tetrachloride is 1.584, that of benzol 0.88, 
and that of bromoform 2.88. 

Almost any range of specific gravities can: be secured with mix- 
tures of these solutions. The volatility of carbon tetrachloride and 
benzol is practically the same, so that there is very little change in 
specific gravity due to differential volatilization when mixtures of 
these two are being used. When treating dust or very fine coal, special 
precautions are necessary and the separation should be made in an air- 
tight apparatus.” 

A sufficient number of solutions of different specific gravities should 
be used so that information can be obtained covering the range from 
the purest coal to the cleanest refuse. Many investigators consider 
three or four solutions of specific gravities of the order 1.40, 1.60, and 
1.75 to be sufficient. The greatest objection to this is that there are not 
enough fractions to give an accurate picture of the coal. In this work 
it was decided to use solutions having specific gravities 1.30, 1.35, 1.40, 
1.50, 1.60, and 1.70. 


*“The Float-and-Sink Testing of Fine Size Coal,” Univ. of Wash. Eng. Exp. Sta. Bul. 46. 
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The coal that floated on a solution of 1.30 specific gravity was 
further tested in a solution whose specific gravity was varied in order 
to determine the quality of the purest coal. This same procedure can 
be followed out with the 1.70 sink in order to determine the charac- 
ter of the heaviest impurity, but is not so necessary unless pyrite re- 
covery is an item. It is also more difficult of accomplishment than de- 
termining the character of the purest coal. The specific gravity of a 
large part of the coal substance of most bituminous coals lies between 
1.30 and 1.40. Therefore, the greatest percentage of material floats 
at gravities of 1.30 and 1.40. In order to eliminate as far as possible 
the danger of entrapment of particles in these large fractions, an in- 
termediate solution of 1.35 specific gravity was used between these 
two. 

Coals from the Eastern interior field have a high bed moisture con- 
tent, in many cases as high as 16 per cent. These coals lose moisture 
rapidly after being mined if exposed to air. Under conditions that 
generally prevail in most laboratories this moisture content will drop 
to one-half or one-quarter of what it was when in the “as mined” 
condition. There is also some change in specific gravity as the mois- 
ture content changes. Nebel* found that there may be as much as 
0.10 difference in apparent specific gravity between coal in the satu- 
rated condition and coal in the air-dry condition. Thus it is possible 
that a coal that would float in a solution of 1.40 specific gravity in the 
dry state might sink when in the saturated condition. Since any coal 
washing process at the mine takes coal direct from the mine, it is desir- 
able that laboratory tests should be made on samples in a fresh-mined 
condition; therefore, separations should be made on samples that 
have been restored to this condition by soaking in water. If the coal 
has as an impurity shale, which easily goes into suspension in water, 
this may not be possible. Some of the error due to this may be obvi- 
ated by immersing the coal in the heaviest solution first, removing 
the heavy refuse particles first, and thus avoiding to some extent the 
contamination of the coal particles by suspensoids. 

The larger sizes can be tested in zinc chloride after being water 
soaked and then surface dried. The finer sizes are not easily freed 
from zine chloride by rinsing so that it is preferable to air dry them 
and then test in organic liquids. Tests at the University of Washington 
have showny that the rapid absorption of organic liquids by air- 
dried coal quickly brings the coal to the same apparent specific gravity 


* Specific Gravity Studies of Illinois Coal,” Univ. of Ill., Eng. Exp. Sta. Bul. 89. 
t‘The Float-and-Sink Testing of Fine Size Coal,” Univ. of Wash. Eng. Exp. Sta. Bul. 46. 
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that it had when in the freshly-mined condition. Similar tests at the 

University of Illinois have shown that the same results are secured 
with the Illinois coals tested. 

After the coal has been separated into the various fractions, it 

should be air dried, analyzed, and all results calculated to a moisture- 

free basis. The results obtained by the methods just given are di- 

rectly comparable since everything is on a moisture-free basis. 

All washability curves have been drawn for moisture-free values, 
but the percentage of moisture in the freshly-mined coal is given in 
the discussion under washability curves for each coal so that the 
percentages of ash and sulphur may be calculated back if desired. 

While the tabulations for washed coal yields have been made in 
every case on the assumption that the washed coal contained the same 
moisture percentage as the freshly-mined coal, yet because the curves 
are on a moisture-free basis it becomes an easy matter to calculate 
the analyses for any assumption of moisture that may be dictated by 
the process used or by the experience of the engineer. 


11. Development of Washability Curves—The use of washability 
curves was first suggested by Charvet.* R. A. Henry took up the idea 
in England in 1905 and made extensive use of it. He is credited with 
their development and such curves are called Henry curves or ash 
characteristic curves as well as washability curves. 

The Henry method consisted in jigging the coal under investiga- 
tion in an iron tube four inches in diameter and about two feet long. 
The bottom of the tube was fitted with a fine wire screen and handles 
were attached to the top. Under the action of jigging in a tub of 
water, the heavy refuse collected on the screen at the bottom and 
the lightest coal collected at the top with intermediate gravity ma- 
terial in between. The bottom screen of the Henry tube is fitted to 
act as a piston so that after stratification is complete the coal can 
be pushed out and successive layers taken off for weighing and an- 
alysis. 

In the Henry tube the coal is not stratified strictly according to its 
specific gravity. The length of jigging stroke, the number of strokes, 
and the rapidity of strokes are all variables. If a quick, short stroke 
is used, then the particles will follow more nearly the laws of hindered 
settling. Any great variation in size of particles will tend to cause 
erroneous results in the Henry tube since a small particle of refuse 
will tend to stratify out with a larger particle of coal. These disad- 


*Bul. Soc. de l’Ind. Min., 2, 1903. 


*Z uuINjOH Ul siequinu Burpaoeid vy} Jo wins 943 07 Z UWUINTOY) ul doquinu Surpuodses109 oy} JO [BY Burppe Aq poanoas st UUINTOO SIF ul Jequinu Youn x 
“SUSSIOSGB SBT] UWNIOD ysUrIEsE peagzojd seyeurpso sv 6 WUINTOC) = (q) eamngD yooloy esnjory 
“gusstosqe SB g UUNTOD ySUIESE pegqotd soyeurtpio sv g UUINTOD = (¥) eAmnD AreAoday [BOD 
“susslosqe sv g UUINTOD) qsurese pogqo[d saqyeuIpso su fp uumnjoD = (Cd) eAINH BogngrysIg ysy 


0°08 ST8 OL 6° FL @ S81 0°00T 0° S18 6° #6 3°08 @ Ol ; “OL 
8 oP or6 9°06 Sok @ 0L9 8°68 0° 08T 9 8 SIGE y OL at 
o*vé LgOL 9°0& 89 @ OFS ¥'6L 0'@IT ¥ UL SIL 0'Or i eS 
8% eril 0 0F 69 Z'8SP $69 98 L°$9 0'6 6 ; p25 
bt 8361 OS Le: 9° SPE 0°09 9°98 6° FS G83 601 i ayo 
1G FOEL 619 GG O° L9G 8° 6P 6° SL (Sas 69 Ort if meee 
€° 61 O9sT 9°02 LY TT8T 8°8E 9S 1 vé 09 v6 . nav. 
€ Lt fasas 618 oY L vel ¥ 66 oss 1T'¥6 O'S 9 OL fe $ 
6'ST eka’ ¥'16 8 é LL 8° 8T L0¥ L&t O'F 6 OL 6 
6°41 stl 0°00I 9°€ OTS 9°8 OTs €y 9's oes Pate Lae Omg tage 
(6 “190, (9 190 (01,09 T) 
+ O01 190) (I 04 OL) OO) stake] JO #SI0ABT JO 
yzooloy (1 03 OT) oseqyueoieg AIQAOD (OT 99 T) m0440g 04 quiod-pryt 04 | + sa1eAv'T Jo sioAv'T jo 
asnjoy sponpoig 4USIOM dy [VOD sqonpoig 93849010 q ZOD) aseyuodlog | oxsezusd1Ig o3eyUI0I0 
asequeoleg | oAyepnung | eAtzeynuny) aseyuooieg | dATZeTNUIND) ZysToOM qgonpolg qystoM ysy 44510 MM 
ysy Usy dATgeNUIND aAlqze[nuNny 
aAlge[nuUINny aAlzeNUIN? 
I Or 6 8 L 9 iz € G 


ILLINOIS ENGINEERING PXPERIMENT STATION 


26 


SNOILYIONOTV() INV VIVG Gd AUNGAE 


[ @1aVvL, 


WASHABILITY OF ILLINOIS COALS 27 


Layer Nuimber- 
0 4 
A- Cool Recovert/-Ash__| 
D-Ash? List totwt1or7 
20\——\-—J &- Kefuse Kejecl-Ash AG 
SR & 
iN + \ 
S i) 
GS 4 JE 
iC Ny} 
& NN 
& 60 < 
S % 
S 9) 
& s 
80 &v 
100 2 
0 30 4O 


eye) 
Ash) tte Fer Cer7r 


Fic. 1. Henry Curves 


vantages of the Henry tube are eliminated in the float-and-sink 
method, since it is a method depending entirely on specific gravity. 

The layers of the coal in the Henry tube correspond to the frac- 
tions as obtained by immersing coal in a series of increasingly heavy 
liquids. The light coal at the top of the Henry tube is comparable 
to the light float coal obtained from immersing the coal in the liquid 
of lowest specific gravity, and the refuse in the bottom of the tube 
is similar to the sink material obtained by immersing the coal in a 
liquid of relatively high specific gravity. 

The data in Table 1 were obtained from the operation of the Henry 
tube. The ash analysis of the layers is assumed to represent the ash 
content of that part of the coal just at the mid-point of each layer. 
Therefore a curve that is plotted using the mid-point of each successive 
layer as an ordinate and the corresponding ash content as abscissa, 
shows the characteristics of the entire sample from lightest coal to 
heaviest refuse. This is called the Ash Distribution curve (see Fig. 1). 

The coal under consideration has a very small amount of middling 
but considerable high-ash impurity. Each layer is considered as an 
increment of the whole. If then a weighted average is made of the 
weight percentage of each successive layer and its ash percentage, the 
average ash percentage of the entire sample may be determined. In 
this case it is 14.9 per cent. 

Similarly the ash percentage of any portion of the coal made up 
of any number of layers may be calculated. The Coal Recovery curve 
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is so calculated, starting at the top of the layers and working down- 
ward until all of the layers have been included to give the average for 
the sample. The data for the Refuse Reject curve can be calculated 
in a similar manner. However, in order to determine the ash of any 
successive cuts of refuse as determined by the layers, calculations must 
begin at the bottom, in this case with Layer No. 10, and progress up 
until Layer No. 1 is included, or 100 per cent of the sample. This 
curve can then be plotted in the same way as the Coal Recovery curve. 
If the calculations are correct, the ash for 100 per cent coal recovery 
should check with the ash for 100 per cent refuse reject. 

The calculations involved in float-and-sink analysis are exactly the 
same, the float-and-sink fractions corresponding to the layers as taken 
from the Henry tube. One additional curve is added to the three 
already described, the specific gravity curve. This curve is plotted 
by using weight percentages as ordinates and specific gravities as ab- 
scissas. It gives, therefore, the specific gravity of the solution required 
to effect any desired separation. 

It is sometimes advantageous to know the sulphur distribution in 
a coal. A complete set of washability curves for sulphur can be con- 
structed similar to those constructed for ash. The method of calcula- 
tion is exactly the same. 

Table 2 gives all of the laboratory data taken and the calculations 
made in the construction of washability curve No. 39 for Coal E, 
Tipple Sample P, Size 34 x 34 in. The ash and sulphur percentages were 
calculated to a moisture-free basis before calculations were made for 
the curves. The table includes both ash and sulphur calculations but 
a complete set of sulphur curves was not made for each coal, since sul- 
phur elimination is shown in sufficient detail by including the one 
curve “S,” “Coal Recovery—Sulphur,” with the general curves for ash 
removal. Column 12 in this table corresponds to Column 4 in Table 1 
for the Henry tube. 


12. Interpretation of Washability Curves——The plotting of the 
data obtained in the form of washability curves provides a means of 
quick interpretation and is more instructive than a study of the data 
alone. The shape of the curves tells at a glance whether the coal is 
easy to clean, or whether it cannot be materially improved by cleaning 
processes. 

Two theoretical examples are given. The first is shown by Fig. 
2a. The sample analyzed 20.8 per cent ash, but the washability curve 
shows that the sample really consists of 80 per cent of clean coal with 
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5 per cent ash and 20 per cent of refuse with 80 per cent ash. Curves 
D and A are coincident down to the 80 per cent recovery. While it 
is very unlikely that such a coal would ever be found, yet the assumed 
data illustrate a coal that would be easy to clean, for there is a sharp 
line of demarcation between coal and refuse because of the break in 
the ash content of the two products and because there is no inter- 
mediate product. 

The second coal, represented by the curves in Fig. 2b, was assumed 
to have the following washability analysis: 


Weight, per cent Ash, per cent 
20 5.0 
20 15.0 
20 25.0 
20 35.0 
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The average ash for the sample is 25 per cent, only a little more than 
that for the preceding sample. In this case, however, the ash distri- 
bution curve D is a uniform diagonal line as contrasted with the verti- 
cal and horizontal lines for the other coal. It is quite evident, there- 
fore, that this second coal is not made up of clean coal and refuse and 
would not show a sharp separation when jigged in a Henry tube, but 
rather a gradually increasing ash percentage from top to bottom. 
Hence no improvement of the coal is possible without throwing away 
a large amount of reject. For example, Curve A shows that to obtain 
a coal with 10 per cent ash the yield would be only 40 per cent, while 
the reject curve shows that the 60 per cent thrown away would con- 
tain but 35 per cent of ash. 

It is not likely that any coals will be found in nature representing 
these two extremes. However, by comparing actual ash distribution 
curves with these extreme assumptions to sce whether they approach 
the one example or the other, very definite information can be had 
as to the ease or difficulty of cleaning the particular coal under ex- 
amination. An example of an average coal would be that of wash- 
ability curve No. 39, Mine E, for the 34 x % in. size. Washability curve 
No. 17, Mine B, for the same size is an example of a coal that is im- 
possible to improve very much by any cleaning process unless a large 
amount of the coal is thrown away. 


13. Laboratory Procedure—The samples, when received at the 
laboratory, were sized as soon as possible. The treatment of each size 
was the same for all coals. 

Sizes above * inch were treated in solutions of zine chloride. They 
were first water-soaked for at least 12 hours. Just before being im- 
mersed in the zine chloride solution, the samples were surface dried 
by spreading out on a draining table. As soon as the samples were 
surface dried, they were immersed in the solution of lowest specific 
gravity, the coal being stirred thoroughly, and then the float removed 
to the draining table where the zinc chloride was washed off with a 
water spray. After surface drying the fraction was weighed wet, then 
air dried and weighed. The fraction was then crushed quickly and 
sampled for chemical analysis. The treatment of succeeding float- 
and-sink fractions was identical with the one described. 

In addition to this standardized method of treating the various 
fractions, all or part of the first fraction was placed in a liquid of 
very low specific gravity and the specific gravity of the solution gradu- 
ally raised until a few particles of coal floated. These particles were 
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taken in order to determine the specific gravity, ash, and sulphur per- 
centage of the purest coal obtainable for any given size. 

In order to facilitate handling the large samples of the coarse 
sizes, a row of 18 x 24-in. galvanized iron cans was used for the solu- 
tions. The cans were placed directly under an overhead trolley from 
which a chain block was suspended. To the chain block was attached 
a cylindrical wire screen that fitted snugly into the cans. 

The method of operation consisted in placing the screen in a can 
containing the desired specific gravity solution. The coal was then 
placed in the solution, thoroughly stirred and then the float removed. 
After the float was removed the cylindrical screen containing the sink 
material was raised high enough above the liquid to permit the solu- 
tion to drain off thoroughly. It was then moved along the trolley to 
a position above the next can and immersed in the liquid. By jigging 
the can up and down with the chain block or by a pole thrust through 
the handles of the screen, a complete freeing of entrapped particles 
could be effected very easily. This proved a very rapid method and 
on a smaller scale was adopted for sizes from %@ inch to 48 mesh. 

In treating these finer sizes heavy organic liquids were used. The 
coal was thoroughly dried before being immersed in the liquids. 
Battery jars were used, with a 100-mesh screen to remove the sink and 
transfer the sample from one jar to the next. Since small samples can 
be used in the smaller sizes this provided a very quick and effective 
means of treatment. 

Sizes below 48 mesh should be treated in air-tight containers, for, 
due to the length of time the sample must remain in the container 
before there is a complete separation of sink and float, there would 
be a rapid evaporation of the exposed liquid. Two types of apparatus 
were used, that of Bird and Messmore* and one made up in the labo- 
ratory of two glass tubes, each 4 inches in diameter and 18 inches long. 
These tubes were mounted on a stand and were connected together 
with a rubber tube which could be closed by means of a clamp. Both 
tubes had sloping bottoms so that sink material would not lodge where 
the tubes were narrowed down for the rubber connections. The con- 
nected tubes were filled with the organic liquid, the coal sample added 
slowly with frequent stirring and then the upper tube was corked. 
The sink material was collected in the lower tube and the float in the 
upper tube. By means of the clamp on the connecting rubber tube, 
the liquid and sink material in the bottom could be drained off and, if 
necessary, the glass tube removed and washed out. The float coal could 


*“The Float-and-Sink Testing of Fine Size Coal,’ Univ. of Wash. Eng. Exp. Sta. Bul. 46. 
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then be dropped down through the lower glass tube to a container, the 
upper glass tube could be removed from the stand and the float coal 
removed from it, or while the connection was removed from the lower 
glass tube the float could be removed through the bottom of the upper 
glass tube without removing it from the stand. This proved to be a 
flexible and satisfactory method of treating the very fine sizes. 

All coal treated in carbon tetrachloride solutions was thoroughly 
dried after treatment, weighed, and then sampled for chemical an- 


alysis. 


TV. DescrieTION or Coa BEDS AND MINES AND 
Discussion oF TEST RESULTS 
14. Mine A, Coal No. 5, LaSalle County—tThere are two distinct 
types of coal found at this mine, bituminous and cannel. The cannel 


coal occurs in patches overlying the bituminous part of the bed, see 
Fig. 3, and does not constitute more than 10 per cent of the mine 


output. 
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The cannel coal is hard and breaks with a splintery fracture into 
flat tabular pieces. It is not a high grade cannel coal, as can be seen 
from the analysis of increment sample number AIIb1 in Table 3. The 
percentage of volatile matter is low, and the ash and sulphur per- 
centages are high. It appears to grade from a good cannel coal where 
it rests on top of the bituminous part of the bed to a bituminous shale 
where it joins the roof slate. 

The bituminous part of the bed is made up of banded bright and 
dark coal layers characteristic of this type of coal. It is hard and 
blocky, and breaks into nearly cubical lumps. It resists breakage due 
to handling and stands up well under preparation methods with very 
little loss of the commercial sizes due to degradation. 

The bed averages approximately 52 inches in thickness where the 
cannel coal is absent and 62 inches where it is present. Two mine 
samples were taken, one where the cannel coal was absent and one 
where it was found. In Fig. 3, face section I is typical of this bed 
where the cannel coal is absent, while face section II is typical of the 
bed where the cannel coal occurs. 


z Impurities 


The principal impurities are bands of pyrite, shale, bone, and min- 
eral charcoal. White flakes of calcite and gypsum are numerous in the 
vertical cleavage planes. That these flakes are chiefly calcite was 
determined from a microscopical study of the coal as well as from 
the sulphate sulphur analyses of the samples as shown in Table 3. 
Some vertical flakes of pyrite were noticed as shown by the cat-faces 
in Fig. 3 near the bottom of the face sections. 

A pyrite or pyritic shale band near the top and one near the 
bottom seem to be characteristic of this bed. They vary from a streak 
to two inches in thickness. These thickened portions of the bands are 
generally massive pyrite lenses. Thin bands of mineral charcoal also 
widen at times to pyrite balls or lenses. The mineral charcoal found at 
this mine occurs chiefly in thin bands and in less quantity than at 
some of the other mines sampled. 

The roof is a black or dark gray slaty shale which weathers fairly 
easily. Numerous concretionary masses are found in this top shale. 
Due to the system of mining used, there is very little of this top shale 
accidentally mixed with the coal during mining operations. 

The floor is a soft clay and very uneven. Due to this uneven nature 
of the floor, a mining machine kerf that starts in coal on one side 
of the room may be in clay on the other side. There is some contami- 
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nation of the coal with this bottom clay which undoubtedly helps to 
contribute to the high ash content of the finer sizes. This clay would 
slime considerably in a wet coal cleaning process. 


Mine Samples 


The mine was sampled at two widely separated places, the extreme 
southern and northern parts. Practically all of the coal is produced 
from these two sections. A complete channel sample was taken at 
each place sampled as well as a set of increment samples. Figure 3 
depicts graphically the face sections sampled, as well as giving the 
key numbers to the increment sample analyses of Table 3. 

The average mine moisture of this mine is 12.3 per cent. This is 
two or three per cent lower than is normally expected from mines in 
this field. The ash and sulphur percentages are high, averaging about 
15 and 4% per cent, respectively. The top bench or benches of coal 
are the cleanest, as can be seen from the analyses of the bituminous 
increment samples. This is directly opposite to the general belief that 
the top sections of coal are the dirtiest. The cannel coal sample is an 
exception and runs rather high in ash. The calorific value of the coal 
as mined is approximately 10 200 B.t.u. The softening temperature 
of the coal ash from this coal is fairly high for Illinois coals and will 
fall within Class 2.. As compared with other coals the ash is of medium 
fusibility, the temperature of fusion ranging from 2110 to 2477 deg. F. 

The total sulphur is high in all samples. The organic and sulphate 
forms are very constant, and indicate that there would be very little 
variation in organic sulphur throughout a considerable area of the bed. 
The organic sulphur is approximately 50 per cent of the total sulphur, 
except where pyrite bands or veins abnormally increase the percentage 
of total sulphur. Since only pyritic sulphur, and that only if not too 
fine, can be eliminated by cleaning methods, very little reduction in the 
percentage of sulphur can be expected from any cleaning process, cer- 
tainly not over 2 per cent. 


Tipple Sample 


This mine is equipped to make the following sizes: 5-in. lump, 
5x 14-in. egg, 144-in. screenings, 5 x 545-in. modified egg, and %o5 x 0- 
in. screenings, or so-called duff coal. Generally only the 5 x 5ho-in. and 
the 34» x 0-in. sizes are made. When making these sizes the 5-in. lump 
is passed through a single roll crusher set at 5 in. and joins the screened 
5X %-in. coal. This crushed coal has in it a considerable amount of 
flat tabular pieces, especially of cannel coal, that are considerably 
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TABLE 4 
Screen ANALYsIsS—MInE A 


Sample P (5 in. x Duff)* 


Ash ; Sulphur 
; er 
Sines Wasktvabal Wunvagi | e eae hee. 
per cent per cent 
(Moisture Free) 
3 GEE ein Seca Sacer G 30.7 30.7 16.25 5.71 
3x 1 in Brent ctatehararte rent Wie 33.3 64.0 12.15 4.59 
136 x $4 in Nepeecaistec ony cone 16.3 80.3 13.48 4.28 
SSRN oie rate we eee 125 92.4 14.09 5.46 
WApeL SIUTNeer ate eVeisloxe <s)orey< 20s 2:5 94.9 15.12 4.02 
ER OEE IV soa, cena forcenojo.0~ bral 100.0 22.81 4.64 
Totals and averages...... 100.0 14.64 4.98 
Sample Q (Duff) 
48 in. x20 mesh.......... 49.6 49.6 18.94 4.34 
Ox 48 Mesh. s,....04 005 0s 28.8 78.4 25.61 4.48 
Bex OO MESH... cece acs oe 9.8 88.2 27.30 5.15 
100 x 200 mesh.......... 3.9 92.1 28.15 5.56 
PAO Okmeshy sis-5 cens-as e Ee) 100.0 19.23 3.79 
Totals and averages...... 100.0 22.06 4.46 


*Duff is coal that passed through a 542-in. screen at the tipple. 
tCoal passed through a crusher set at 5 in. and over a 3-in. round hole screen. 


larger than 5 in. This crushed 5-in. lump after joining the 5 x 5%»-in. 
screened coal is fed to a main conveyor belt. The sample for float- 
and-sink analysis was taken from the feeder to this main conveyor 
belt by removing a section across the stream of flow every few minutes 
during an entire day’s production. A sample of 2000 pounds of this 
size was taken for sizing and float-and-sink analyses. This is Sample 
P, and represents 98.3 per cent of the mine output. The duff (54. x 0- 
in.) coal passes from the screen to a chute and thence to slate cars in 
which it is taken to the refuse dump. This duff coal is very dirty, and 
is not considered worth saving. Nevertheless, a sample of approxi- 
mately 400 pounds was taken by cutting the stream as it came from 
the chute to the slate cars at stated intervals. This sample is known 
as Sample Q, and represents only 1.7 per cent of the mine output. 


Test Procedure and Washability Analyses 


The coal from the two samples was sized into the sizes given in 
Table 4 for the two samples, P and Q. The larger sizes were sub- 
jected to float-and-sink analyses in their entirety, while the smaller 
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sizes were riffled down for ease in screening and in handling for float- 
and-sink analyses. The larger sizes are cleaner than the smaller sizes 
except for the 5x3-in. coal. It is to be noted that although Sample 
P is partly made up of crushed lump, over 90 per cent of the sample 
is coarser than 4 in. Sample Q consists of particles over 75. per cent 
of which are coarser than 48 mesh, or well within the range of sizes 
that modern cleaning processes are able to treat. 

Washability curves from 1 to 13, inclusive, shown in Figs. 4 and 5, 
give the results obtained, and are made up for the samples treated 
as follows: The results of the float-and-sink treatment of all sizes 
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Fic. 5 (Conctupep). WasHapinity Curves, Ming A, TippLe SAMPLE Q 
(Moisture Free) 
Coal sizes: No. 12, 100 x 200 mesh; No. 13, 200 x 0 mesh. 


of Sample P are shown by curves 1-6. The 5x 3-in. size crushed to 
34 in. and re-treated is shown by curves 7 and 8. The results of the 
treatment of all sizes of Sample Q are shown by curves 9 to 18, Fig. 
5. The study of these curves shows that there is a gradual flattening 
out of the ash curves, progressively pronounced the finer the size, 
which indicates that the impurities are freed from the coal substance 
in the finer sizes. As will be seen from these curves for Sample P, 
a recovery of 90 per cent can be made in all sizes except the 5 x 3-in. 
with an ash content of less than 10 per cent. For the 5x 3-in. size, 
the ash content for a 90 per cent recovery would be 12 per cent. This 
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size crushed and re-treated can be made to give a much cleaner 
product. 

The reduction in the percentage of sulphur, as predicted from the 
study of the sulphur analyses of the mine samples, was not much over 
1 per cent in all sizes. Most of the sulphur that was removed was in 
the form of lump pyrite. 

The curves for sample Q show that this duff coal could be cleaned 
with a recovery of about 75 per cent, and with an ash content for the 
clean coal of about 8 per cent. The curves show very well that prac- 
tically all impurities are free from the coal substance. 

Data relating to raw coal samples tested are as follows: 


Coat From Ming A 


Raw Coal Lightest Coal 
Washability Size Ash Sulphur Moisture Sp. Gr. Ash Sulphur 
Curve No. per cent per cent per cent per cent per cent 
(Moisture free) 
Tipple Sample P 
NN seareSstitrs se 5 X S.in: 14.3 5.00 12.3 1.2844 ieee: 2.48 
eee ore ss ott ig 3 X 1% in. 1G UR 7h 4.03 12.3 1.265 4.29 2.72 
ay Ae ene 1% X 34 in. 11.8 3.77 12.3 1.263 3.94 2.47 
Bae a migiane 34 X “in. 12.3 4,82 12.3 1.269 5.25 2.88 
‘Shs cre ee % X ¥ in. 13.2 3.52 1253 W275 3.58 2.44 
Oeiitaiea Aes 18 X Oin. 20.0 4.04 LZR Ou i aeecre evats emt 
5 X 3 in. Portion Crushed with Rolls Set at 34 in. 
EEO se re. +346 in. 15.2 4.22 IRS Se te or 
Cheneueeon —346 in. 16.6 4.83 LD Sea a eee. 
Tipple Sample Q 
0). ees eae 14g in. X 20 mesh 16.6 Dari Toor erie 
OD Bead ra Ie, 20 X 48 mesh 22.4 3.98 T2258) = Sees 
Renee Ss 3: 5.6.0) = 48 100 mesh 23.9 4.55 OC See |b A eae 
eet as 100 200 mesh 24.7 4.87 D2 Ole mate § errr 
See 200 X O mesh 16.8 3.32 Loa baka eee 


The summary of the float-and-sink analyses is given in Table 5. 

Table 6, the theoretical yield table, is compiled to show what the 
yields of all sizes would be at a certain selected recovery or gravity 
which was taken as 1.50 specific gravity for the larger sizes and 1.70 
for the smaller. Table 7 is compiled from these theoretical results to 
show what results could be expected from a daily production of 
1000 tons with all analyses calculated to the moisture content of the 
coal as mined, which is 12.3 per cent. Any change in the theoretical 
yields to get a coal of a lower or higher ash content would, of course, 
change this table. These two tables indicate that with a recovery 
of 90 per cent, a coal of less than 10 per cent ash would be the re- 
sultant product. 

Table 8 gives some interesting information on the distribution of 
the various sulphur forms in float-and-sink fractions. The progres- 
sive increase of total sulphur from the lightest fraction analyzed, or the 
purest coal, to the heaviest fractions, or refuse, is paralleled by the 
analyses for pyritic and sulphate sulphur. The organic sulphur is 
just the opposite, except for one size, showing a concentration of 
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TABLE 6 


THEORETICAL YIELDS—MINE A 
(Moisture Free) 


Sample P (5-in. x Duff) 


Raw Coal 
Ber Yield Sepa- Coal Refuse 
Re cent per cent ration 
SLVAS of Ash Ss at 
Total per per Sp.Gr 
cent cent | Coal | Refuse Ash s Ash Ss 
5x3 in. Maaae Svetenan 30.7 16.3 LATA 87.8 1272 1.50 12.2 4.0 44.7 18.0 
3x 1% in aense le ey 33.4 1272 4.6 93.3 6.7 1.50 9.3 3.4 51.6 21.4 
14% x 34 in IES} 13.5 4.3 92.9 oi! 1.50 10.4 3.3 53.3 16.7 
34x Min 12.1 14.1 5.5 89.4 10.6 1.50 9.3 4.4 54.2 14.6 
% x § in Reema atayens 225 15.1 4.0 89.8 Ue, 1.70 9.5 3.3 64.6 10.4 
EEX Onith se) one 5.1 22.8 4.6 Ui fail 22.3 1.70 8.1 3.4 74.0 8.9 
Sample Q (Duff Coal) 
18 in. x 20 mesh. . 49.6 18.9 4.3 83.3 16.7 1.70 8.3 3.4 71.6 9.0 
20 x 48 mesh..... 28.3 25.6 4.5 TES 26.7 1.70 (her 3.4 74.8 7.4 
48 x 100 mesh.... 9.8 2733 5.2 69.5 30.5 1.70 7.4 3.3 C265 9.2 
100 x 200 mesh... 4.0 28.2 5.6 69.3 30.7 1.70 9.0 3.2 LSS: 10.8 
200 x 0 mesh..... van!) 19.2 3.8 79:9 20.1 1.70 10.0 ed 55.9 11.9 
TABLE 7 


YIELDS FROM 1000 Tons or Run-or-Minz Coan Passup THROUGH A CrusHER Snr 
AT 5 Incurs—Muine A 


Coal, Cleaned Total Refuse 
Coal 
; Yield 
Size Tons M* Ash Ss B.t.u. | percent] Tons | Per Cent 
Secu cae nee 901 12.3 8.9 3.2 11190 90.1 99 9.9 
SM SUNT parte erase. 886 12.3 9.0 3.2 11180 
90.1 99 9.9 
1D) Sie 20st aren eee 15 1233 dee 2.9 11470 


*The analyses are for a moisture content of 12.3 per cent, the average moisture in the coal as 
mined. The moisture in the cleaned coal will depend upon the method of cleaning used. 
tDuff is coal that passed through a 542-in. screen at the mine, 


organic sulphur in the cleanest coal. This concentration of pyritic 
sulphur and, to a lesser extent, of sulphate sulphur in the heavier frac- 
tions is thus counterbalanced to a slight extent by the lighter fractions 
having a concentration of organic sulphur, 

The refuse in the float-and-sink fractions has a considerably lower 
ash-softening temperature than the pure coal fractions. Elimination 
of this refuse tends to increase the fusibility of the ash of the cleaned 
product considerably. 
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TABLE 8 


SutpHuR DISTRIBUTION AND SOFTENING TEMPERATURE OF ASH OF SELECTED IFLOAT- 
AND-SInK FRactions—Miner A 
(Moisture Free) 


Softening 
Temper- 
Size Fractions Sulphate Pyritic Organic Total ature of 
Sulphur Sulphur Sulphur Sulphur Ash 
deg. F 
Bie ea beatae aang sad 1.30 Float 0.02 0.88 2.01 2.90 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.04 1.69 2.05 3.78 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.05 221 1.85 4.11 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.07 B.o0 2 5.55 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.10 6.40 2.49 9.00 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.25 9.12 1.68 11.05 
1.70 Sink 0.43 26). 07 0.60 27.10 
16 x: 345IN | tects cies 1.30 Float 0.02 0.87 2.18 3.07 2234 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.06 1.56 1.32 3.25 1932 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.08 3.13 ME 4.98 1990 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.09 3.20 2.25 5.54 2100 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.14 5.30 2.10 7.54 1968 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.17 5,54 1.89 7.60 1932 
1.70 Sink 0.37 21.00 1.03 22.40 1894 
SACRA ID Sew orgie sm, & 1.30 Float 0.02 0.80 2.76 3.58 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.02 125 4.16 5.43 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.05 2.34 3.54 5.93 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.06 2.92 3.28 6.26 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.09 4.57 2.42 7.38 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.13 5.18 1.42 6.73 
1.70 Sink 0.34 12.95 5.01 18.40 
1g in. x 20 mesh... 1.30 Float. 0.02 0.72 2.27 al 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.04 Like 27.12) 3.33 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.05 1.65 Les 3.42 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.06 2.30 1.61 3.97 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.09 3.31 Zot petit 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.18 3.34 2.32) Sune 
1.70 Sink 0.39 7.00 1.65 9.04 
IR es ice, pote 1.50 Float 2010 
1.50 Sink 1920 
Conclusions 


This coal because of its hardness would stand up well under 
preparation methods with little degradation of the commercial sizes 
which are desirable in Illinois coals. 

Comparatively little sulphur could be eliminated by any cleaning 
process. 

Although there is some flattening out of the D curve in the finer 
sizes as compared with the larger sizes, it is doubtful whether there 
would be enough improvement in the coal to justify crushing finer 
than 3 inches before treatment. 

From a study of the ash recovery curves, it is apparent that coal 
of almost any desired ash content could be made, ranging from about 
5 per cent ash to the average ash of the sample. The final ash desired 
is determined by the use to which the coal would be put, and by 
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economic considerations as to the yield. It would seem desirable to 
aim at producing a coal of less than 10 per cent ash with a recovery of 
_ about 90 per cent for the following reasons: 

(a) The recovery is good and the breaks or flattening out of the 
curves are more pronounced at or near 90 per cent recovery. 

(b) The refuse would have little or no heating value, having ash 
values of from 45 to 75 per cent, depending on the size treated. 


15. Mine B, Coal No. 7%, Marshall County.—The coal is hard and 
breaks in irregular lumps, which is no doubt due to the fact that no 
undercutting is done and the coal is blasted from the solid. Pro- 
nounced bedding planes are apparent and with the use of cutting ma- 
chines lump coal of flat tabular pieces would undoubtedly be pro- 
duced as a considerable portion of the coal mined. The typical banded 
structure of alternating bright and dark coal layers is characteristic 
of this bed with the dark coal layers constituting the greater portion 
of the bed. 

The bed averages about 40 inches in thickness, with a minimum of 
about 36 inches and a maximum of about 44 inches. 


Impurities 


A persistent pyritic shale band lg inch to 2 inches thick is found 
about eight inches from the floor. The band is locally called “the blue 
band” although it bears no resemblance to the blue band of the No. 6 
coal in the southern Illinois field. This band is found over a consider- 
able area and is one of the keymarks of this bed. It is shown in Fig. 6 
in all three face sections. Several other thin bands of shale, pyrite, 
bone, and charcoal are found, but the columnar sections show no 
definite continuity between places sampled, as in the lower band. 
There is some deposition of calcite along vertical cleavage planes. 

The roof is soapstone and stands up fairly well. There may be 
some of this roof rock mixed with the coal from local falls. The 
bottom clay is medium hard and lies fairly flat. Not much of this ma- 
terial should get mixed with the coal during mining operations. 


Mine Samples 


Three samples were taken as shown in Fig. 6 with the corre- 
sponding increment samples as marked for each face section. 

The average mine moisture is 15.6 per cent, which is about the 
average for this bed over a considerable area. The ash and sulphur 
analyses are high. An interesting fact is brought out from a study 
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of the increment analyses, which is that the bench of coal shown as 
b3 in each face section contains about 10 per cent less ash than any 
of the other benches. This particular bench appears to be consistently 
of good quality. 

The calorific value of the coal as mined will average about 10 000 
B.t.u. The softening temperature of the coal ash is low, falling in 
Class 3 and being around 2100 deg. F. 

The total sulphur is high in all samples with the organic sulphur 
constituting from 50 to 75 per cent of this total, which indicates that 
only about 25 per cent of the total sulphur could be eliminated by 
coal cleaning processes. 

Tipple Sample 


Since this sample was taken at country banks with no facilities 
for sizing, a run-of-mine sample was taken for shipment to the labora- 
tory. The composite sample from the three small mines consisted of 
2700 pounds of coal, and is designated Sample P. 


Test Procedure and Washability Analyses 


In Table 10 are given the results of the screen analyses of this 
mine. The 6-inch lump constitutes only 5 per cent of the total sample 
which is undoubtedly due to the method of mining this coal. With a 
different system of mining, a considerably greater percentage of lump 
coal could be expected. 
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TABLE 10 
Screen ANALYSIS—MINE B 


Sample P 
Ash Sulphur 
: Cumulative per cent per cent 
Size Weight Weight 
per cent per cent 
(Moisture Free) 
5.0 LS) 20.18 5.05 
22.8 27.8 19.84 4.92 
23inu 51.5 19.34 5.06 
16.6 68.1 20.43 5.86 
inl ey 79.8 21.87 5.20 
5.4 85.2 21.40 4.99 
7.6 92.8 24.53 4.66 
2.6 95.4 30.86 5.05 
2.3 reer e 31.82 5.26 
0.8 98.5 40.20 5.37 
100 x 200 mesh... : 0.8 99.3 34.85 5.12 
200) x\Olmesh. sent eee. 0.7 100.0 33.80 4.74 
Totals and averages...... 100.0 23.06 5.20 


The average ash percentage increases as the size decreases down 
to 100 mesh, and then decreases. This is rather unusual and indi- 
cates that the impurities break rather easily into fine particles down 
to about 100 mesh and then do not break any finer to produce dust 
as easily as does the coal substance. 

The average sulphur percentages are about the same for all sizes. 

All sizes given in Table 10 were subjected to float-and-sink pro- 
cedure except the 6-inch lump and the three finest sizes of which a 
composite sample (48 meshx0) was run. The three sizes 48 x 100, 
100 x 200, and 200 x0 mesh were screened to determine their weight 
percentage and an ash and sulphur determination was made on each 
size. 

Washability curves 14 to 22 inclusive, Fig. 7, give the results ob- 
tained on this coal. As ean quickly be seen from these curves, the coal 
is one that is very hard to benefit by cleaning. There is a high percent- 
age of middling material and the coal in even the lighter fractions car- 
ries considerable ash and sulphur. In order to get the ash down to a 
reasonable figure, at least 50 per cent of the coal would have to be dis- 
carded. In order to show what could be expected from this coal as 
compared with the other coals tested, Yield Tables 12 and 13 were 
compiled. Table 11, giving the summary of the float-and-sink re- 
sults, shows very clearly how this high ash middling material is found 
in practically all fractions in considerable quantity for all sizes, 
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Coal sizes; 


(Moisture Free) 


No. 20, 10 x 20 mesh; No. 21, 20 x 48 mesh; No. 22, 48 x 0 mesh. 
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TaBLe 12 
THEORETICAL YIELDS—MINE B 
(6 x 0-in. Coal—Moisture Free) 
Raw Coal ; : 
ier Yield Sepa- Coal Refuse 
Si cent Fer cent ration 
HAS of Ash Ss at 
Total per per Sp.Gr 
cent cent | Coal | Refuse Ash iS} Ash Ss 
6x3 in. ololo Er thas 24.0 19.8 4.9 94.0 6.0 1.50 18.6 4.0 42.5 18.2 
3x 1 in Bestel ofa sei 25.0 19.3 5.1 90.5 9.5 1.50 15.4 3.2 56.8 22.4 
“146 x 34 in ee artes 1735 20.4 5.9 87.1 12.9 1.50 15.0 3.5 56.7 21.4 
Se Sey paen ae IPAs 21.9 5.2 84.5 15.5 1.50 14.8 3.2 60.2 16.2 
3 x $46 AW ayapsyete versie Dads 21.4 5.0 87.0 13.0 1.70 14.9 3.4 65.0 1Gs9A7/ 
346 in. x 10 mesh.. 8.0 24.5 4.7 82.8 We ard) 14.8 3.5 71.4 10.5 
10 x 20 mesh..... 2.7 30.9 5.1 72.8 Dhae 1.70 12.8 3.4 49.2 9.5 
20x48 mesh..... 2.4 31.8 5.3 68.6 31.4 1.70 11.9 3.3 75.4 9.6 
48x0Omesh...... 2.4 35.6 6.9 56.9 43.1 1.70 13.5 4.4 64.7 10.3 


Data relating to raw coal samples tested are as follows: 


Coa From Mine B, Tippte Sampie P 


Raw Coal Lightest Coal 

Washability Ash Sulphur Moisture Ash Sulphur 
Curve No. Size percent percent percent Sp. Gr percent percent 

(Moisture free) 
Cee 6 X 3 in. 16.8 4.15 15.6 1.261 4.01 2.58 
ON 6 Sareea 3 X 1% in. 16.3 4.27 15.6 1.265 coe 3.02 
BOB ne rs once ois 1% X % in. L763 4.95 15.6 1.268 4.38 2.85 
17 Se oan 34 X 3€in. 18.4 4.39 15.6 1.276 5.04 3.25 
RS eteysdy icners 96 X 446 in. 18.1 4.21 15.6 1.281 res 3.37 
OS 34¢6in. X 10. mesh 20.7 3.93 15.6 1.286 3.59 
OVS re wie aies 10 X 20 mesh 26.0 4.26 URAC Ee) oe acres) 
JA See Ree 20 X 48 mesh 26.9 4.44 5 Oper §) Piaaete 
Be disks 48 X O mesh 30.0 5.84 L5COp) Wee oe 

Conclusions 


This coal is very difficult to improve by any cleaning process. 
Under present market conditions, it is doubtful if it would be com- 
mercially or economically feasible to produce a coal of low enough 


ash percentage to compete with other coals. 


16. Mine C, Coal No. &, Peoria County—This coal is very hard 
and tends to break along the bedding planes in large, slabby lumps. 
The bedding planes generally are characterized by a thin deposit of 
mineral charcoal which in some instances is replaced by bony coal 
or pyrite. The dark coal substance (attritus) makes up by far the 
greater portion of the coal bed. There is no pronounced cleat and 
the coal tends to break with a conchoidal fracture when broken normal 


to the bedding plan 


The coal bed varies in thickness from about 42 to 52 inches, 


es. 


averaging approximately 48 inches. 
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TABLE 14 


SULPHUR DISTRIBUTION AND SorreninG TEMPERATURE oF AsH OF SELECTED FLOAT« 
AND-SInK FRAcTIONS—MINE B 


(Moisture Free) 


Softening 
. Sulphate Pyritic Organic Total Tempera- 
Size Fractions Sulphur Sulphur Sulphur Sulphur |ture of Ash 
deg. F, 
Bordo inn we. 1.30 Float 0.03 0.93 2.00 2.96 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.06 1.20 1.86 One EY 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.14 1.36 2.00 3.50 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.24 2.30 1.84 4.38 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.26 6.26 1.62 8.14 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.26 9.92 1.55 17/83 
1.70 Sink 0.41 22.70 3.75 26.85 
Ly EXSS ASI eyes 1.30 Float 2035 
1.30-1.35 Float 2135 
1.35-1.40 Float 2130 
1.40-1.50 Float 2075 
1.50-1.60 Float 2075 
1.60-1.70 Float 2030 
1.70 Sink 2218 
AXES GulN yt 1.30 Float 0.16 1.48 1.25 2.89 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.10 1.35 1.80 3.25 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.07 1.39 1.65 3.12 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.09 2.14 1.58 3.82 
1.50-1.60 Float ORNS 3.69 1.41 5.27 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.19 5.04 1.29 6,04 
1.70 Sink 0.39 16.00 3.33 19.75 
10 x 20 mesh...., 1.30 Float 0.03 0.61 2.18 2.83 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.07 0.96 2.03 3.06 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.11 1.74 1.84 3.69 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.12 HERS: 1.76 3.61 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.21 3.53 0.10 3.84 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.21 2.88 0.96 4.05 
1.70 Sink 0.41 feceay fal 0.41 9.53 
SISOS, bane 1.50 Float 2140 
1.50 Sink 2020 
Impurities 


The impurities, as shown in Fig. 8, are chiefly bands of bony coal, 
shale, and mineral charcoal. These bands vary from a streak to as 
much as four inches. They occur at irregular horizons and there is 
no particular band that is persistent over any considerable area as in 
the No. 6 or No. 7 coal. These bands, especially the mineral charcoal 
ones, frequently widen to massive pyrite lenses. There are also a 
considerable number of pyrite veins and veinlets running at all angles 
from the vertical to nearly horizontal across the coal face. There is 
found at times a peculiar formation of pyrite veins in this mine of 
dome-shaped structure which are locally called “horsebacks.” These 
veins enter the coal bed from the floor, rise to about the middle of 
the bed and then gradually angle back to the floor again. They will 
vary in thickness from a streak to as much as four inches. A part 
of one is shown in Fig. 8 in face section II. 
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Fic. 8. Face Sections or No. 5 Coan, Peoria County, Ming C 


The roof is generally of a dark-colored hard slate. Thin bands 
of shale, pyrite, and at times bony coal are frequently found im- 
mediately overlying the coal. Some of these bands fall when the coal 
is removed from under them and there is some chance of this ma- 
terial being loaded out with the coal. 

The floor is of a medium to hard clay; there is little opportunity 
for it to become mixed with the coal. 


Mine Samples 


Three places were sampled at this mine. At each place a complete 
channel sample and an increment sample were taken. These sections 
of the bed are shown in Fig. 8. 

The average moisture of this bed was found to be 16.5 per cent. 
The ash and sulphur were high, although the total sulphur percent- 
ages were not as high as the number of pyrite veins would lead one 
to estimate. The best part of the bed seems to be the benches near 
the roof as represented by increment sample bl for all face sections. 
The calorific value of the coal is low, averaging slightly less than 
10 000 B.t.u. for the mine samples. The softening temperature of the 
coal ash varies from 1700 to 2200 deg. F. , placing it in Class 3. 
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TABLE 16 
Screen ANALYSIS—MINE C 


Sample P 
Ash Sulphur 
; Cumulative per cent per cent 
Size Weight Weight 
per cent per cent 
(Moisture Free) 
Game LUM Dicey erates eens 24.0 24.0 i 5 yg 3.45 
63 ine Ee oa RC RR 12.0 36.0 18.10 3.87 
ae Leen oa wn ales 18.2 54.2 16.65 4.00 
iG OE I tinie tess cho ess. 14.8 69.0 16.58 3.87 
SAISON IL des erniecsea as larcrenaltes 12.1 81.1 16.63 3.47 
OS ALO MM cra has x Coes, » 4.4 85.5 17.74 3.05 
346 in. x 10 mesh......... 7.4 92.9 18.60 2.95 
1Oex-20 mesh. janes 2 ots 2.7 95.6 16.67 3.21 
DO mAs meshntamaie aie «eons 2.6 98.2 19.03 3.47 
49°s/ 100cmeshs 220s Seine a 0.9 99.1 24.80 1.98 
100% 200lmesht sain ee ves 0.4 99.5 23.41 3.03 
DOO O Wes nies «elk ee 0.5 100.0 28.80 2.07 
Totals and averages...... 100.0 17.70 3.69 


Tipple Sample 


Three sizes are generally made at this mine, a 6-in lump, 6 x 2-in. 
modified egg (in making which only about one-fifth of the area of the 
2-in. screen is left open), and 2-in. screenings. Loadings for the month 
previous to sampling were as follows: 


Gaim: TUM. hee vis Steet eae aeaae Sosa Ree ee 24 per cent 
6oxe2-in=modifiedter ey. .as0.- arenes oe toe Oe ae eee ee 59 per cent 
Qe FSCLECNINE Sry cw cia sve Coe Oe eae 17 per cent 


The following samples were taken for investigation at the labo- 
ratory: 


Gin. Imp. et a tes eye ee eee 2000 pounds 
Geox 2=in; modifiedies oe. ke pee e ia es ee eee 2000 pounds 
DAN. SCREENINGS: 6K; .. eaten ceo RC rem Nore nS eee 400 pounds 


Test Procedure and Washability Analysis 


The modified egg sample and 2-in. screenings were combined in the 
ratio that they were produced at the tipple and the screening tests 
made. The results are given in Table 16 with the lump percentage 
included in the calculations. Very little dust is made in preparing this 
coal, 86 per cent of the mine output being above 4.4 inch. As is char- 
acteristic of these coals the ash percentage increases with decrease in 
the size. There is little difference in the percentage of sulphur in the 


several sizes, although there is a slight concentration in the larger 
S1Zes. 
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The following procedure was followed in the float-and-sink an- 
alyses of this coal: All sizes from the 6x3-in. to 48 mesh and the 
48x 0-mesh were subjected to the float-and-sink procedure, treating 
the larger sizes in their entirety and quartering the smaller sizes down 
for ease in handling. The washability curves are numbered from 23 
to 31 (see Fig. 9). A sample of the 48 x 0-mesh material was screened 
to get the weight percentage of the component sizes, and ash and sul- 
phur determinations were made. The 6-in. lump was crushed, a por- 
tion being saved for ash and sulphur analyses, and then screened into 
the standard sizes for float-and-sink analysis, the results of which are 
shown by washability curves 32 to 35 inclusive, Fig. 10. 

The washability curves for this coal show that it would be a diffi- 
cult coal to treat in order to get a low ash coal with a reasonable re- 
covery. This coal resembles the coal from Mine B very much in this 
respect, although coming from a different bed. There is a consider- 
able amount of middling material in all fractions. In the larger sizes 
not only is there a high percentage of middling material but very little 
free refuse, the 6x3-in. size only having 0.6 per cent of sink ma- 
terial at 1.70 specific gravity with an average ash of 59.5 per cent. 
Table 17 and the washability curves show that there is some better- 
ment of this condition in the finer sizes, indicating that after the coal 
is crushed fine enough, the impurities ‘are freed and a low-ash coal 
could be obtained. However, obtaining a coal of 10 per cent ash 
or less would be advisable only under certain economic conditions, 
for a low recovery would be made and the coal would have to be 


crushed very fine. 
Data relating to raw coal samples tested are as follows: 


Coat From Mine C 


Raw Coal Lightest Coal 
Washability Ash Sulphur Moisture Ash Sulphur 
Curve No. Size percent percent percent Sp. Gr. percent per cent 
(Moisture free) 
Tipple Sample P 
6 X 3 in. 15.1 3.25 16.5 1.241 4.05 1.60 
3 X 1% in. 13.9 3.34 16.5 1.242 3.36 1.96 
% X *% in. 14.7 3.25 16.5 1.252 6.06 1.81 
34 X 3§ in. 13.8 2.92 16.5 1.275 8.76 1.59 
3g X 346 in. 14.8 2.58 16.5 1.279 7.93 1.69 
in. X 10 mesh V5 25 2.52 16.5 1.290 (POEL E 1.54 
10 X 20 mesh 13.9 2.68 16255) Bae Gees ates austere 
20 X 48 mesh 15.9 2.92 SWGcoee S| Pes. 
2 cece 48 X O mesh 18.8 3.84 Oc Same cget tes 5 adog 
Tipple Sample P, 6-in. Lump, Crushed with Rolls Set at 34 in. 
es ek +1in 12.6 2.80 Lay ~ 0 ee ae ie 
ee ee oS a 1 X 3 in. 1223 2.75 ia eee 
2Y seca 36 X Mo in. 10.4 3.17 Tes) eee 
Sir ra esos 346 X Oin 14.9 3.14 Ea ee eee 


Table 18 gives theoretical yield values for certain selected separa- 
tions. Table 19 is compiled from the theoretical yields and the lump 
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S-Coa/ Reco Vere/- 
t SWlobi 
A-Coa@/ Kecovery-Ash 
O-Ash DOF st ltOu/Hor7 
P-keruse Ke /s2cl-AsP 
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Fig. 9 (ContTINUED). WasHaBILiry Curves, Mine C, Tippte Sampie P 
(Moisture Free) 
Coal sizes: No. 26, 34 x 36 in.; No. 27, 3 x %@ in.; No. 28, 346 in. x 10 mesh. 
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WASHABILITY OF ILLINOIS COALS 65 


100 


S-Caa/ Kecovery-S. UPL 
A-Cod/ Kecovery-Ash 
D-Ash Ost (eu r71or7 : 80 
K-Ketise Ke jecr-Ash 


4} 


+ 


t 60 


40 


20 


S) 


& 
Keruse the Fer Corr 


Coa/ Ita Fer Cerer 


4O 


0 ZO 30 JO 5O 60 70 80 4) /00 
Ash 77 Fer C@7t , = Stiehur fre Fer Cer7r 
130 /4O 130 /60 1.70 
Soecttie Gravity 


Fria. 10. WasxHasmity Curves, Mine C, Tirpte Sampie P, Crusuep 6-1n. Lump 
(Moisture Free) 
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Coal sizes: No. 35, %6 x 0 in. 


analyses. Although these tables were compiled for a high yield, yet 
there is a considerable increase in the calorific value of the coal. 

Table 20 gives some interesting information on the various sulphur 
forms and their distribution in various float-and-sink fractions. As 
in other coal tested, there is a concentration of sulphate and pyritic 
sulphur in the heavier fractions of all sizes. Offsetting this is a con- 
centration of organic sulphur in the lighter fractions. This makes 
it very difficult to remove much sulphur by any cleaning process, 
certainly not over 25 or 30 per cent of the total. 

There is not much difference between the fusibility of the coal 
ash of the different fractions of the size tested, there being remark- 
ably little variation not only among the fractions but also in the 
samples of clean coal and refuse. 


Conclusions 


This is a very difficult coal to treat to get any marked reduction 
in ash in any but the finer sizes. The sulphur reduction would also 
be small, not over 25 or 30 per cent of the total sulphur present in any 
size treated. 


17. Mine D, Coal No. 5, Peoria County.—This mine is a small 
stripping mine in the same bed of coal as Mine C. One mine sample 
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TABLE 18 


THEORETICAL YIELDS—MInE C 
(6 x 0-in. Coal—Moisture Free) 


Raw Coal 
Per Yield Sepa- Coal Refuse 
3 cent per cent ration 
Size of Ash s at 
Total per per Sp. Gr 
cent cent | Coal | Refuse Ash Sy Ash Sy 
Gx Sinise as. oee 15.8 18.1 3.9 94.0 6.0 1.40 17.0 3.6 33.7 8.1 
ox We An see 24.8 16.7 4.0 86.3 13.7 1.40 13.8 3.4 35.0 8.1 
148 x %in 19.5 17.6 3.9 85.7 14.3 1.40 1635 1) 3.2 40.5 8.2 
Sa XG IN ee cn 15.9 16.6 3.5 84.0 16.0 1.40 12.1 3.0 40.3 5.8 
oS x Seana 5.8 I Weep 3.1 92.8 Tee 1.70 13.8 2.9 68.8 5.4 
346 in. x 10 mesh.. 9.7 18.6 3.0 92.6 7.4 1.70 14.6 26 69.2 5.6 
10 x 20 mesh..... 3.5 16.7 3.2 89.3 10.7 1.70 10.6 2.9 67.3 6.0 
20 x 48 mesh..... 3.4 19.0 3.5 84.1 15.9 1.70 9.8 3.0 67.8 6.2 
48 x0 mesh...... 2.4 22.5 4.6 76.4 23.6 1.70 8.8 3.5 67.4 8.4 


was taken with the increment samples as given in Fig. 11. The coal is 
very similar in appearance to the Mine C coal. It is very hard, resists 
weathering exceptionally well and breaks in large rectangular slabs 
along the bedding planes. 

The impurities noted were similar to those noted at Mine C and 
seem to be characteristic of this bed. Thin bands of shale, pyrite, 
bony coal, and mineral charcoal predominate. A few small veinlets 
and stringers of pyrite were present. In general, the greater percent- 
age of impurities was found along bedding planes and varied from a 
streak to lenses of 2 inches or more in thickness. 

Since this was a small operation only one channel sample and one 
set of increment samples were taken for analysis. The coal bed mois- 
ture as given by these samples was high, averaging 16.6 per cent. 

The average calorific value of this coal is 10 000 B.t.u. The soften- 
ing point of the coal ash varies from 1956 to 2120 deg. F. which puts 
it in Class 3. 

The organic sulphur is equal to about 50 per cent of the total 
sulphur and is remarkably regular for all increment samples. The 


variation in organic sulphur is only 0.3 per cent in all the samples 
analyzed. 


18. Mine E, Coal No. 2, LaSalle County.—The coal substance is 
fairly hard and is made up of fine bands of alternating bright and 
dark coal layers in the proportion of about 50 per cent of each. These 
bands are thin and very regular. There is little cleat although enough 
to influence the breaking of the lumps into large cubical pieces. The 
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TABLE 20 


SuLpHuR DISTRIBUTION AND SOFTENING TEMPERATURE OF ASH OF SELECTED FLOAT- 
AND-SINK FRACTIONS—MINE C 


(Moisture Free) 


Softening 
‘emper- 
Size Fractions Sulphate Pyritic Organic Total ature of 
Sulphur Sulphur Sulphur Sulphur Ash 
deg. F 
ete a ey hs Oe generar 1.30 Float 0.07 0/61 2.07 Zuo 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.05 1.20 2.22 3.42 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.07 3.02 2.16 5.25 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.40 4.58 1.60 6.58 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.44 7.64 1 ea | 9.75 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.34 8.36 2.30 11.00 
1.70 Sink 0.84 9.25 0.46 10.55 
DGS SEU ere fee ors 1.30 Float 1932 
1.30-1.35 Float 1920 
1.35-1.40 Float 2050 
1.40-1.50 Float 2000 
1.50-1.60 Float 2040 
1.60-1.70 Float 2234 
1.70 Sink 2040 
te ¢Ly bs GR IIIA 1.30 Float 0.03 0.59 1.95 2.57 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.03 0.95 2.29 3.27 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.08 1.84 2.23 4.15 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.11 2.90 2.09 5.10 
1,50-1.60 Float 0.15 3.88 1.28 5.31 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.15 3.47 2.07 5.69 
1.70 Sink 0.18 6.00 0.80 6.98 
10 x 20 mesh..... 1.30 Float 0.04 0.38 1.98 2.40 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.04 0.50 2.16 2.70 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.07 0.71 2.16 2.94 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.24 1.35 1.63 Suge 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.29 1.83 1.45 3.57 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.24 2.25, 1.95 4.44 
1.70 Sink 0.46 4.25 1.25 5.96 
1%x3in........ 1.50 Float 1956 
1.50 Sink 2000 


bed varies in thickness from 30 to 48 inches and averages about 42 
inches. 
Impurities 


The chief impurity seems to be bands of mineral charcoal along 
the bedding planes varying from a streak to lenses two inches or more 
in thickness. An occasional pyrite and bony coal band is found. None 
of these bands are persistent and they only occur for short intervals. 
There is little evidence of pyrite or clay veins. Some flake pyrite is 
found in the vertical cleavage planes. Some calcite and gypsum were 
noticed as flakes in vertical cleavage planes. 

The roof overlying the coal is of soapstone which tends to break 
rather easily. A considerable percentage of this fine soapstone gets 
mixed with the coal during mining operations. 

The floor is generally of a soft to medium hard clay. At times 
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this clay is sandy and occasionally “sand rock” replaces it directly 
under the coal. Undercutting is done in the clay where it is present 
and some of this clay gets mixed with the coal. 


Mine Samples 


The mine was sampled at three places. The two on the south side, 
where Samples I and II were taken, were somewhat disturbed by 
local rolls and small slip faults. The third sample was taken in the 
northwestern part of the mine from which most of the output is de- 
rived. Figure 12 illustrates graphically the condition of the bed where 
the face samples were taken. Table 22 gives the analyses of these 
mine samples, and the exact location of the increment samples in the 
bed can be determined by referring to Fig. 12. 

The average mine moisture is 12.4 per cent, which is about 2 per 
cent lower than generally expected for this field. The calorific value 
of the coal as mined will average better than 11 000 B.t.u. The soften- 
ing temperature of the coal ash varies from 1900 to 2200 deg. F., and 
this ash would therefore be classed as a low-fusing ash or as Class 3. 

There is a considerable variation in the ash percentage although 
the coal is fairly uniform from top to bottom except where impuri- 
ties abnormally increase the percentage of ash. There is no particu- 
lar bench of coal that is any better than any other bench over any 
considerable area. 

The sulphur in this coal is fairly high, with the organic sulphur 
comprising about 50 per cent of the total. There is very little varia- 
tion in organic sulphur percentages from top to bottom of the bed. 


Tipple Sample 


All coal at this mine is passed through a single-roll crusher set 
at approximately 5 inches. From the crusher it passes over a bar 
screen with the bars spaced about 114 inches apart. There were 1100 
pounds of the bar screen oversize and 900 pounds of the undersize 
taken for treatment in the laboratory. The ratio of the weights of 
these samples (1100:900) was the exact ratio of oversize to screenings 
produced at this mine. 


Test Procedure and Washability Analyses 


The coal from this mine was screened into the sizes given in Table 
23. All sizes are exact screen sizes except the 5x3-in. coal. This 
is the coal that remained on a 3-in. round hole screen after being 
passed through a single roll crusher set at approximately 5 inches. The 
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TABLE 23 
Screen ANatysis--Ming E 


Sample P 
Ash ; Sulphur 
3 re) lati per cen per cent 
Size Weight Weise 
per cent per cent 
(Moisture Free) 

5x3 in.* Ss each quer eee Ra Oe 24.2 24.2 13.50 6.42 
8x14 in.. 25.8 50.0 12.71 5.97 
1 x 34 in 21.8 71.8 16.22 4.96 
34 x 9 in Mawes 15.5 87.3 16.45 5.11 
Papo (einie A 5.9 93.2 15.76 4.70 
$46 in. x 10 mesh... 2.6 95.8 19.10 4.25 
10x20 mesh....... 1.9 97.7 21.60 4.64 
20x48 mesh....... 1.4 99.1 28.84 5.02 
48x100 mesh...... 0.4 99.5 31.17 5.24 
100 x 200 mesh.......... 0.2 99.7 43.38 5.07 
BOOr Ormesh. 0. 0 es cs. ORS: 100.0 36.06 6.68 
Totals and averages....,. 100.0 15.24 5.57 


*Coal that passes through a crusher set at 5 inches and over a 3-inch round hole screen. 


upper limit therefore is not an exact screen size but rather a crusher 
size. This coal is then crusher size 5 inches by screen size 3 inches. 

It is to be noticed that the average ash of the sample taken for 
washability studies is considerably higher than the average ash an- 
alyses for the mine samples. This is due to the inclusion of foreign 
material from the roof and floor during mining operations. Since 
most of this material is fine, it shows up in the size below 1 inch. This 
coal has the characteristic ash segregation or concentration in the 
finer sizes typical of all the coals tested. 

There is very little variation of sulphur percentage in the various 
sizes. There is a slight concentration of sulphur in the larger sizes. 
The dust (200x0 mesh) also has a slight concentration of sulphur. 

That this coal resists breakage very well is evident from the screen 
analyses. Even after being passed through a crusher over 93 per cent 
of the coal is above %4¢ of an inch. 

All of the sizes listed in Table 23 were subjected to float-and-sink 
analyses, the larger sizes in their entirety and the smaller sizes quar- 
tered down to a suitable sample for ease in handling, although the 
three finest sizes were combined and run as a composite or 48x0 
mesh. 

Table 24 and washability curves 36 to 44, inclusive, Fig. 13, give 
the results of the float-and-sink analyses of this coal. These curves 
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TABLE 25 
THEORETICAL YIELDS—MInE E 
(Moisture Free) 


Raw Coal ; 
Per Yield Sepa- Coal Refuse 
; cent per cent ration 
Size of Ash s fs ae 
Total per per p. Gr 
cent cent | Coal | Refuse Ash s Ash Ss 
D Xr vee eee 24.2 | 13.50 | 6.42 90.1 9.9 1.60 10.8 4.8 38.6 20.9 
Sip ba NG re neue = 25.8 | 12.71 | 5.97 91.3 8.7 1.60 9.0 4.2 51.7 24.6 
136 x S4in.. so. x 21.8 | 16.22 | 4.96 90.5 9.5 1.60 11.3 4.2 63.3 ala Nez 
34x 3fin... 15.5 | 16.45 | 5.11 90.0 10.0 1.70 10.5 4.3 70.2 12.6 
36x Mein........ I) | alls Aaya lle 870) 85.3 14.7 ied) 6.9 3.9 67.0 9.1 
346 in. x 10 mesh.. 2.6 | 19.10 | 4.25 82.7 17.3 1.70 8.3 3.1 70.9 ORT 
10 x 20 mesh..... 1.9 | 21.60 | 4.64 RATE 22.3 1.70 6.5 2.3 74.4 12.9 
20 x 48 mesh..... 1.4 | 28.84 | 5.02 69.1 30.9 1.70 6.3 2.9 79.2 9.7 
48 x0 mesh...... 0.9 | 40.30 | 6.18 55.3 44.6 1.70 8.5 3.6 79.9 9.3 


show fairly sharp breaks in the A, D, and 8.G. curves, as well as 
the D curve flattening out in the lower portion, all of which indicate 
that this coal can be cleaned to any predetermined ash content that 
can be justified by an economic study of the curves. The breaks 
in the curves are more pronounced for the sizes below °4 inch. The 
%4 x %£-in. size shows a reduction of about 9 per cent in the ash per- 
centage by cleaning at 1.70 specific gravity, giving a coal of 6.9 per 
cent ash at 86 per cent.recovery. The refuse would have an ash con- 
tent of 67 per cent, a refuse with little or no fuel value. The sizes 
above this size do not respond quite as well, while the sizes below are 
equally amenable to treatment. 

The sulphur reduction is relatively low in most sizes as could be 
predicted from the analyses of the mine samples. Table 25, giving 
theoretical yields for arbitrarily selected specific gravities, shows that 
the reduction in sulphur percentage varies from 1 to as high as 2.5 
per cent in the finest size. 

Data relating to raw coal samples tested are as follows: 


Coat From Ming E, Trppie Sampie 12 


Raw Coal Lightest Coal 
Washability ‘ Ash Sulphur Moisture Sp. Gr. Ash Sulphur 
Curve No. Size percent percent percent per cent per cent 
J Moisture f, 
5 X 3 in. 11.8 5.60 12.4 1.262 we pe ae 
3 xX 1% in. uit 5.25 12.4 1.263 5.52 2.72 
ny eee ri 4.34 ie ae ee eyes See 
4 X $6 in. 14.4 4.46 12.4 1.271 7.24 3.20 
38 X Me in. 13.8 4.11 12.4 1.269 ON 3.25 
ASS ea 346in. X 10 mesh 16.7 3.72 12.4 1.222 0.96 eis 
COTES Se es 10 X 20 mesh 18.9 4.03 12.4 Zen 2.08 
Oho Gren ie 20 X 48 mesh 25.2 4.39 1224 ee hea e eae 
Ke Dare eere 48 X O mesh 35.3 5.32 12.4 1.277 0.52 
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TABLE 26 


YIELDS From 1000 Tons or Run or Miner Coat Crusuep ro 5 INcuEs 
AND UnpER—Mrne E 


Coal, Cleaned Refuse 
Total 
Coal 
Yield 
Size Tons M* Ash Ss B.t.u. | percent | Tons | Per Cent 
OPKGULT APs ents ees eislelas 892 12.4 8.8 3.8 11 370 89.2 108 10.8 
BEX SOL Isl oe ts Shale eee a 779 12.4 9.0 3.8 11 360 
: 89.2 108 | 10.8 
$EXcO MUM fs cle Meterkiec. stat 113 12.4 6.3 3.1 11 790 


*The analyses are for a moisture content of 12.4 per cent, the average moisture in the coal as mined. 
The moisture in the cleaned coal will depend upon the method of cleaning used. 


TABLE 27 


SutrHur Disrrieution anv SorreninG TEMPERATURE OF ASH OF SELECTED FLoat- 
AND-SINK FRactions—Ming E 


(Moisture Free) 


Softening 
emper- 
Size Fractions Sulphate Pyritic Organic Total ature of 
Sulphur Sulphur Sulphur Sulphur Ash 
deg. F. 
HEX LLP OL IN etsy s te 1.30 Float 0.09 12, 1.80 3.61 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.13 3.06 1.74 4.93 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.30 4.25 2.29 6.84 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.28 5.46 1.56 7.30 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.29 7.89 2.08 10.26 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.48 12.42 1.91 14.82 
1.70 Sink 0.50 23.60 2.04 26.14 
OSA Onn a oes 1.30 Float 2318 
1.30-1.35 Float 2252 
1.35-1.40 Float 2252 
| 1.40-1.50 Float 1944 
1.50-1.60 Float 2326 
1.60-1.70 Float 2430 
1.70 Sink 2312 
SYS GSS Sa a a a 1.30 Float 0.07 1.90 1.80 3.77 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.21 4.16 0.15 4.52 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.14 5.60 0.12 5.86 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.16 5.48 1.42 7.06 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.18 6.61 1.56 8.35 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.22 8.58 0.92 9.72 
1.70 Sink 0.23 12.32 0.02 12.57 
O20 mesh... . 1.30 Float 0.07 0.86 0.16 1.09 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.18 2.16 1.40 3.74 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.21 2.41 0.91 3.83 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.15 3.87 0.01 4.03 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.23 5.99 1.58 7.80 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.32 6.70 lees 8.77 
1.70 Sink 0.32 9.68 2.94 12.94 
1035 05 bs Ee 1.40 Float 2220 
1.40 Sink 2310 
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Table 26, which is compiled from Table 25, gives the total coal 
yield that could be expected from treating 1000 tons of this coal. The 
table shows that with a yield of 89 per cent, coal with an ash per- 
centage of about 9 per cent should be expected. This would give a 
coal about 8 per cent lower in ash than the raw coal. Since the ash 
content of the refuse is high, there would be little fuel value left in it. 

Table 27 gives some interesting data on the distribution of the 
various sulphur forms in float-and-sink fractions of certain selected 
sizes. It also gives the variation in fusibility of the coal ash. There 
is very little variation in the fusibility of the ash of the clean coal and 
of the refuse. 

Conclusions 

A clean coal of any desired ash content could be produced within 
the limits of the A or coal recovery curves for the various sizes. How- 
ever, it would seem desirable to produce a clean coal of between 8 
and 9 per cent ash for the following reasons: 

(a) The recovery is high, nearly 90 per cent 

(b) A clean refuse would be produced without serious loss of coal. 

Very little sulphur can be removed by any cleaning process, al- 
though the removal of the heavy pyrite particles could be accom- 
plished. 


19. Mine F, Coal No. 6, Franklin County.—The coal is fairly hard, 
and has a high percentage of glance or bright coal which gives the coal 
an attractive bright glossy luster. The coal breaks in tabular lumps 
along the bedding planes sided by the vertical cleavage planes which 
are present to some extent. There is a considerable amount of mineral 
charcoal present in this bed. It is found deposited along the bedding 
planes in streaks that widen locally to bands and lenses several inches 
thick. This mineral charcoal is very friable and consequently the 
screenings from this mine contain a high percentage of this material. 

The bed has an approximate thickness of 11 feet. About 20 inches 
of coal is left up for roof support and 10 inches of coal left on the 
floor. This leaves about 100 inches of coal that is removed by mining 
operations. 

The blue band which is characteristic of this bed of coal varies 
from a streak to as high as 6 inches. 


Impurities 


Figure 14 gives a graphical representation of the places sampled 
with the location of all impurities. They are chiefly the blue band, 
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which is a fairly hard clay shale with streaks and lenses of bony 
coal and mineral charcoal. In some sections of the mine a peculiar 
impurity, called “black jack” by the miners, is. found. It is com- 
monly thought to be high in sulphur because the lumps of coal carry - 
‘ing this impurity are so heavy. It was revealed by a close exami- 
nation with the microscope that these lumps of “black jack” were 
lumps of coal with a great number of very fine calcite veinlets. These 
veinlets were so small that to the naked eye the characteristic white 
color of calcite mineral was clouded by the surrounding coal and 
almost entirely absent. These veinlets are chiefly vertical, although 
frequently they radiate out to such an extent that portions of them 
appear to have been deposited horizontally. The high ash content of 
increment sample IIb1 is due to the fact that very fine stringers of 
“black jack” cut across this sample. 


Mine Samples 


The mine is worked in all directions from the shaft bottom and 
the places sampled were located in the north, east, west, and south. 
Four complete channel samples and increment samples of the working 
height of the bed were taken as shown in Fig. 14. Since top and bot- 
tom coal is left during mining operations only the part of the bed 
as mined was sampled except in the case of face section IV. At this 
place a sample of the top coal was taken by drilling through it with 
a breast auger. The bottom coal was sampled by digging through it 
with a pick. 

Table 28 gives the analyses of these various samples. These an- 
alyses can be correlated with their position in the coal bed by com- 
paring the sample numbers with the corresponding numbers of Fig. 14. 
These analyses show that this is an exceptionally clean coal consider- 
ing that there was nothing excluded in taking these samples. 

The three sections of the mine represented by channel samples I, 
II, and II are remarkably uniform, but the section represented by 
channel sample IV is considerably dirtier than the other three. There 
is no outstanding bench of the coal bed that is any better than any 
other bench. Increment sample IVb8, which is the only sample taken 
of the roof coal, indicates that this roof coal is some of the best 
in the mine, carrying only 3.4 per cent of ash. There are not enough 
data available to say whether this is true of a considerable portion of 
this top coal or whether it is a local condition. The only bottom 
sample taken, represented by increment sample IVb7, has an ash con- 
tent of 10.5 per cent, which is less than the average for this face 
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section. The mineral charcoal found in this mine may be a high 
grade coal or a very dirty one as found from ash analyses of three 
samples which showed 3.2, 9.6, and 36.2 per cent, respectively. It is 
probable that the greater percentage of the mineral charcoal has a 
high ash content due to its soft, porous nature which is favorable for 
the deposition of foreign material. 

The average mine moisture is 10 per cent. The calorific value of 
this coal is high, averaging considerably more than 11 000 B.t.u. as 
mined. 

The softening temperature of the coal ash varied from 1900 to 
2700 deg. F., averaging about 2400 deg. F. This coal would fall in 
Class 2 which comprises those coals having ash of a medium fusibility. 

The sulphur analysis in practically all samples was considerably 
under 1.00 per cent. The pyritic and sulphate sulphur analyses were 
very low in nearly every case. The bulk of the sulphur is in the 
organic form. The sulphur content of this coal is so low that there 
is no necessity for its removal. 


Tipple Sample 
This mine produces about 8000 tons of coal in an eight-hour day. 
The coal is screened into the following sizes, with these percentages 
made on the day the tipple sample was taken: 


Gail) Aes. cpacie ean Seer ciara oe 12.61 per cent 

Di EESTI, Fy es ae RU ER ee i DB 20.39 per cent 
Se DALI) peta AA aes ds Pas LE SAE 12.12 per cent 

Dy eee dial 3: a acecncc HM Rane cone ee ny OnE alee Net 4 5.03 per cent 
15 DGS esis ARS Sei ke 2 ee eterna RU 8 ahs 15.29 per cent 
SS AS SITIO eR Or RE es cates eee ee te CLES ee, 5.89 per cent 
Ss CAUSING 1° Sek OS ea eet eee a ea PLE Eee A 28 .67 per cent 


The larger sizes were hand picked after leaving the shaking screens 
so that the sample had to be taken from the main feeder. A run-of- 
mine sample of 4100 pounds was taken for sizing and float-and-sink 
analysis. 


Testing Procedure and Washability Analyses 

Table 29 gives the weight percentages as well as the ash and sul- 
phur content of the various sizes of the sample from this mine. The 
6 x 3-in. egg size is the cleanest. There is a general increase in ash 
percentage in the finer sizes although this is not great until the 20 x 48 
mesh size is reached. The average ash analysis for the total sample 
is slightly less than the average for the mine samples. This is ac- 
counted for because of the impurities that are separated while load- 
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TABLE 29 
ScrEEN ANALYysis—Mine F 


Sample P 
Ash Sulphur 
Cumulative per cent per cent 
Size Weight Weight 
per cent per cent 
(Moisture Free) 
Gin sluimnp eee ene te 12.6 12.6 7.96 0.69 
6rstae Se enue anes 20.4 33.0 7.08 0.86 
Se ins Bee ake ee 17.1 50.1 8.26 0.86 
1 5 Go a ae NS} 563 65.4 8.63 0.78 
DAKO RUT nA atee RS eects 5.9 TRIBES 8.50 0.79 
PEEK OE IN he Rees a USD, 82.8 9.23 0.85 
$46 in. x 10 mesh......... 5.8 88.6 8.74 0.92 
LOpx2Onmeshek a. pa een 4.6 93.2 8.03 0.78 
20 x48 omeshice ease ie 4.0 97.2 12.38 0.81 
48x LOOlmesbi oc nan tine 1.2 98.4 14.42 0.84 
LOO Tx 200 tmeshing a. ok. 0.6 99.0 14.90 0.87 
ZOORS: Ormesby tanec eee ce 1.0 100.0 14.45 0.85 
Totals and averages...... 100.0 8.63 0.82 


ing the coal underground such as the blue band and “black jack” im- 
purities. The sulphur content of the various sizes is very constant 
with a variation of only 0.2 per cent, ranging from 0.7 to 0.9 per cent. 

All sizes were subjected to a float-and-sink analysis except the 
6-in. lump. A composite 48x 0 mesh size was run for the three finest 
sizes. The results of this analysis are given in Table 30 and wash- 
ability curves 45 to 53 inclusive, Fig. 15. From a study of these 
curves and tables it is apparent that this coal has very little free 
impurity of any kind in it. If washed, coal of as low as 5 per cent 
ash could be produced with a high recovery. Practically all of the 
sink material at 1.70 specific gravity is impurity free from adhering 
coal. The theoretical yield table, Table 31, was compiled at this 
gravity because of the sharp breaks in the curves for all sizes. This 
gives a refuse with an ash content of over 60 per cent for all sizes. 
Table 32 compiled from this theoretical yield table shows that only 
about 3 per cent of the coal as mined would be discarded to produce 
a cleaned coal having 7 per cent ash. 

The sulphur is under one per cent for all fractions in all sizes 
and does not enter into the problem of cleaning. 
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Coal sizes: No. 48, 34 x 3% in.; No. 49, % x %e6 in.; No. 50, 3% in. x 10 mesh. 
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Fia. 15 (Conciupep). WasHasitity Curves, Mine F, Trppte SaAmMpie P 
(Moisture Free) 
Coal sizes: No. 51, 10 x 20 mesh; No. 52, 20 x 48 mesh; No. 53, 48 x 0 mesh. 
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TABLE 31 
THEORETICAL Yrrnps—Minp F 
(6 x 0-in. Coal—Moisture Free) 


Raw Coal 
Per Yield Sepa- Coal Refuse 
Si cent per cent ration 
Was of Ash Ss at 
Total per per Sp. Gr 
cent cent Coal | Refuse Ash Ss Ash iS} 
6 x3 in, bot Sano ernc 23.3 Gail 0.9 99.5 0.5 1.70 6.8 0.9 65.4 itp | 
3x1 in Seis heart 19.6 8.3 0.9 97.6 2.4 1.70 6.9 0.9 63.4 1.0 
oe 4 Tes clas oe ee 8.6 0.8 97.1 2.9 1.70 7.0 0.8 62.7 0.9 
SMS SEAN Ss. wnt 2 6.7 8.5 0.8 96.5 3.5 1.720 6.6 0.8 59.7 0.9 
58 x S46 LIers ae 13.2 9.2 0.9 95 ai 4.3 1.70 6.9 0.9 61.1 0.9 
346 in. x 10 mesh.. 6.6 Sry 0.9 94.8 5.2 1.70 5.9 0.9 60.6 1.2 
10 x 20 mesh..... 5.3 8.0 0.8 95.1 4.9 1.70 5.2 0.8 63.9 0.9 
20 x 48 mesh..... 4.6 12.4 0.8 88.0 12.0 1.70 4.8 0.8 68.3 1.2 
48x0Omesh...... 3.2 L752 0.8 84.6 15.4 1.70 Hatl 0.8 69.5 0.9 
Data relating to raw coal samples tested are as follows: 
Coat From Mine F, Tipptp Sampie P 
Raw Coal Lightest Coal 
Washability Ash Sulphur Moisture Ash Sulphur 
Curve No. Size percent percent per cent Sp.Gr. per cent per cent 


(Moisture free) 
8 


AS. eae 6 X 3 in. 6.4 0.77 10.0 1.262 1.80 0.84 
Oe ere 3 X 14 in. 7.5 0.77 10.0 1.259 2.65 0.875 
6) sc Seoneamee eae 1% X 34 in. Tene 0.70 10.0 1.248 2.93 0.852 
AG) Sen ee 34 X 3¢ in. 7.6 0.71 10.0 1.241 2.31 0.83 
1D). «eS 38 X 36 in. 8.3 0.76 10.0 1.241 DAS 0.894 
50). ree 34¢in. X 10 mesh 7.8 0.83 10.0 1.247 1.94 0.841 
Meri s era os 10 X 20 mesh if D 0.70 10.0 1.251 0.592 0.814 
5S ane eee 20 X 48 mesh To 0.73 10.0 1.264 0.495 0.812 
5S) cel Sian 48 X O mesh 15.5 0.72 10.0 1.271 0.38 0.802 


Table 33 gives the variation in coal ash softening temperature of 
the various float-and-sink fractions for the 1%4x34-in. coal. The 
fusion point of the refuse is slightly higher than that of the clean 
coal for this size. 

Conclusions 


This coal is a very clean coal as mined and it is doubtful whether 
any further cleaning by mechanical means would be justifiable. How- 
ever, if so desired, a coal of very low ash content for Illinois coals 


could be produced. 
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TABLE 33 


SOFTENING TEMPERATURE oF AsH oF SELECTED FLOAT-AND- 
Sink Fractions—Mine F 


: } Softening Temperature 

Size Fraction of Ash 

deg. F. 
SECS SAS en ee he 1.30 Float 2296 
1.30-1.35 Float 2505 
1.35-1.40 Float 2360 
1.40-1.50 Float 2216 
1.50-1.60 Float 2216 
1.60-1.70 Float 2240 
1.70 Sink 2475 
UG) SoC STS ee aimee es ane a 1.50 Float 2318 
1.50 Sink 2446 


20. Mine G, Coal No. 5, Williamson County.—The coal is hard but 
not as hard as the No. 6 coal in this same field. There is a high per- 
centage of bright coal. There is very little mineral charcoal, and it 
is found as thin streaks along the bedding planes. This is unusual 
since most Illinois coal beds contain a considerable amount of this 
type of coal, generally of the soft friable variety. The mineral char- 
coal in this bed is fairly hard. The bedding planes in this coal are 
farther apart than generally found in Illinois coal. Since the coal 
naturally breaks free along bedding planes, this condition aids in the 
production of the lump size of coal. There is also a fairly pronounced 
cleat in this coal which assists in breaking out the coal. The bed varies 
in thickness from 44 to 50 inches, with an average of about 46 inches. 

There are no characteristic bands of impurities separating the coal 
into certain definite benches as in the No. 6 and No. 7 coals. 


Impurities 


Most of the impurities associated with this coal are thin streaks of 
bone, shale, and pyrite along the bedding planes. These at times 
enlarge to lenses. There is some vertical deposition of fine veinlets of 
pyrite. They may start at the roof or any position in the bed, branch 
out fan-shaped, and end as abruptly as they started. Some fine 
flakes of calcite and gypsum are deposited along vertical cleavage 
planes. Very little bony coal is present. A few thin streaks are found 
along the bedding planes. 
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Fig. 16. Face Srcrions or No. 5 Coa, WittIAMson County, Ming G 


when the coal is shot down and becomes mixed with the coal to a 
certain extent. In general the coal breaks freely from the roof rock. 
The floor is a soft light, clay with some pyrite balls or concre- 


Mine Samples 


the north, west, and east sides of the mine. 

Table 34 gives the analyses of the mine samples. The chief facts 
of interest concerning this coal are its low moisture content and high 
calorific value. It has a lower moisture content than any of the other 
coals tested. The average heating value of this coal is higher than 
that of the coal from any of the other mines, approaching close to 
12 000 B.t.u. as mined. It has an average ash content of about 11 
per cent. The sulphur percentage is also high, being nearly 4 per cent. 

The top of this bed seems to have the cleanest, coal. In all of the 
face sections except one increment, in face section IIT, the top part of 
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the bed was considerably lower in ash than the bottom of the bed. 
This generalization cannot be made for the sulphur content since it is 
irregular in the three sections sampled. 

The sulphate sulphur is considerably higher for this mine than 
for the other mines sampled, one increment sample containing 1.27 
per cent of this form of sulphur. The organic sulphur content is fairly 
constant and varies from about one-tenth to one-half of the total sul- 
phur present. The greatest variation is noticed in the pyritic sulphur 
analyses, which follow very closely the ups and downs in the percent- 
ages of total sulphur. 

The softening temperature of the coal ash from these mine 
samples varies from 1968 to 2430 deg. F. This coal is therefore classed 
as having ash of a low fusion point, or as Class 3. 


Tipple Sample 


This mine produces the following sizes in the approximate per- 
centages given: 


GepieLODND.6 ih S05 eae ae ee on 24 per cent 
OE SI: ORE ono 5 cies a alpaca Ohhen © Uno ois a ee 21 per cent 
SPC SAIN MUG ils tect chon ce cat cote ne ene ee 14 per cent 

Z-1Nl4 SCTECIN DES a). sents e oN Ter ete 40 per cent 


A run-of-mine sample of 2600 pounds was taken for analysis at 
the laboratory. 


TABLE 35 
ScrEEN ANALYSIS—MINnE G 


Sample P 
¢ Ash ; Sulphur 
Ee Weight Casati: per cen per cent 
per cent per cent : 
(Moisture Free) 
Gin Jumpin ec aes ee 24.6 24.6 11.67 
Ox Bie Pe ie tego t 19.9 43.8 11.85 a6 
Se Ue Gt okay Kees. 19.5 63.3 12.46 6.49 
Ue ATs © anid 12.7 76.0 12.61 4.35 
SESE An Ghee hosted, 9.1 85.1 12.41 4.24 
PMG tias oct. eee wy. 5.4 90.5 14.32 3.44 
%6in.x 10 mesh......... 2.9 93.4 16.35 3.66 
10x20 mesh............ 2.4 95.8 19.39 3.89 
201548 meshs eee 2.2 98.1 22.30 3.52 
48x 100 mesh........... 1.0 99.0 26.08 3.61 
100 x 200 mesh.......... 0.4 99.4 25.14 4.05 
200x0mesh............ 0.6 100 30.70 4.05 
Totals and averages...... 100 13.11 4.76 
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Testing Procedure and Washability Analyses 

That this coal stands up well in preparation is evident from the 
screen analysis, Table 35. Over 90 per cent of the coal is above 346 
inch. The 6-in. lump heads the list of sizes produced. The other sizes 
gradually become less with only 0.6 per cent of 200-mesh material. 
The average ash percentages gradually increase with decrease in size 
of coal, the 6-in. lump being the lowest and the 200 mesh coal the 
highest in ash. There is a concentration of sulphur in the 3x 1%4-in. 
size. The other sizes have about the same sulphur content. 

All of the sizes listed were subjected to float-and-sink treatment 
except the 6-in. lump and the three finest sizes which were run as a 
composite 48 x0 mesh. Ash and sulphur determinations were made on 
these three finest sizes as given in Table 35. The results of the float- 
and-sink analyses are summarized in Table 36 and expressed graphi- 
cally in washability curves 54 to 62 inclusive, Fig. 17. It is apparent 
from a study of these curves that all of the sizes lend themselves to 
treatment with a substantial decrease in ash, at 90 per cent recovery 
for the largest sizes and for the finer sizes at 1.70 specific gravity ir- 
respective of recovery. The 6 x 3-in. egg does not show as good wash- 
ability characteristics as the finer sizes. 

Data relating to raw coal samples tested are as follows: 


Coat From Mine G, Tierte Sampir P 


Raw Coal Lightest Coal 
Washability Ash Sulphur Moisture Ash Sulphur 
Curve No. Size percent percent percent Sp. Gr. percent per cent 
(Moisture free) 
Byres sinveievere X 3in 10.9 4.52 ae 1.267 2.02 1.25 
Seo 3X 1% in 11.5 6.00 6 1.255 2.13 1.45 
Oy aes eee 1% X %in 11.6 4.05 V6 1,255 1.93 1.40 
A ey SCO 34 &X 38 in 11.4 3.91 he 1.249 1.10 1.22 
iSaee Paes 36 X Mo in. 13.2 Sali WAG: 1.251 1.38 1.42 
SO eros ster. 346 in. X 10 mesh 15.1 3.37 8 1.245 1.14 2.11 
BOM a fsa. 10 X 20 mesh 17.8 3.59 7.6 1.239 1.27 1.70 
Bs sic eisvers 20 X 48 mesh 20.6 3.24 PAKS 1.231 1.13 2.33 
rays scyet-0- 48 X O mesh 24.4 3.44 PONG 1.231 1.32 2.06 


A coal of any desired ash content could be produced as long as it 
was within the range of the values given on the A curves. The theo- 
retical yields as given in Table 37 were selected primarily to give 
an ash content of between 9 and 10 per cent. The 6x3-in. size does 
not lend itself so well to cleaning, but only a small amount of free 
refuse at about 98 per cent recovery would give a good appearing coal 
with an ash content of 10.6 per cent. Table 38, made up from the 
theoretical yield table, gives the results that could be expected from 
treating 1000 tons of this coal. With a yield of over 93 per cent, a 
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Coal sizes: No. 57, 34 x 3g in.; No. 58, 3% x %@ in.; 


No. 59, 34 in. x 10 mesh. 
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Fic. 17 (Conctupep). Wasuasiiiry Curves, MINE G, Tippte Sampie P 
(Moisture Free) 
Coal sizes: No. 60, 10 x 20 mesh; No. 61, 20 x 48 mesh; No. 62, 48 x 0 mesh. 
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TABLE 37 


THEORETICAL YIELDS—MINE G 
(6 x 0-in. Coal—Moisture Free) 


Raw Coal 
Per Yield Sepa- Coal Refuse 
. cent per cent ration 
Size of Ash Ss one's 
Total per per p. Gr 
cent cent | Coal | Refuse Ash SS) Ash Ss 
GEIS iIN sre sees 25.5 11.9 4.9 98.0 2.0 1.58 10.6 4.2 41.0 22.2. 
OX AIO IN espace 25.9 12.5 6.5 90.0 10.0 1.438 9.7 §.2 38.0 Toi 
Le x s4cin eres 16.9 12.6 4.4 90.0 10.0 1.44 9.8 3.2 40.0 13.5 
Dare Shans eee ccs 12.0 12.4 4.2 90.0 10.0 1.48 9.3 3.2 39.6 13.4 
SG x S4g Tecra oye car 2 14.3 3.4 90.0 10.0 1.54 9.4 2.6 56.8 9.0 
346 in. x 10 mesh.. 3.9 16.4 0h 90.0 10.0 L770 9.5 3.2 73.8 7.6 
10 x 20 mesh..... Soe 19.4 3.9 85.1 14.9 1.70 9.8 Souk 44.62 8.1 
20 x48 mesh..... 2.9 22.3 3.5 79.3 20.7 iF 740) 9.0 2.8 (323 6.3 
48 xO mesh...... 2.5 27.3 3.7 75.1 24.9 1.70 11.0 3.2 73.3 5.3 


clean coal would be produced of about 9 per cent ash. This would 
necessitate discarding only 67 tons of refuse for every 1000 tons of 
coal produced. 

The calorific value of the cleaned coal is higher than any of the 
other coals tested, although the cleaned coal from Mine F is only 
slightly lower. 

There can be very little sulphur reduction. Table 39 gives the 
analyses of the various sulphur forms made on the float-and-sink 
fractions of the 114 x 34-in. coal. There is a concentration of sulphate 
and pyritic sulphur in the heavier fractions. There is, however, a 
high organic as well as a fairly high pyritic sulphur percentage in the 
lighter fractions. 

Hither the raw coal or cleaned coal from this mine has an ash 
with a low softening temperature, Class 3, as judged by the 1% x 34- 
in. coal. 

Conclusions 


This coal lends itself readily to cleaning processes. A substantial 


reduction in ash can be made at a high recovery for all sizes, but no 
marked sulphur reduction could be expected. 
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TABLE 39 


SutruurR DistRIBUTION AND SOFTENING TEMPERATURE OF ASH OF SELECTED FLOAT- 
AND-SINK FRAcTIONS—MINE G 


(Moisture Free) 


Softening 

Temper- 

Size Fractions Sulphate Pyritic Organic Total ature of 
Sulphur Sulphur Sulphur Sulphur Ash 

deg. F. 

UeGex SAcaniter reve 1.30 Float 0.05 0-72 1.03 1.78 2030 
1.30-1.35 Float 0.08 1.38 1.86 3.32 2248 
1.35-1.40 Float 0.12 2.34 1.05 3.51 2302 
1.40-1.50 Float 0.14 4.87 1.84 6.85 2248 
1.50-1.60 Float 0.32 6.62 0.83 Ue ieel 1849 
1.60-1.70 Float 0.48 6.32 1.56 8.36 2252 
1.70 Sink 0.70 18.85 3.30 22.85 2562 
Loox S4INs s-ere8-es. 2 1.50 Float 2075 
1.50 Sink 2366 


21. Mine H, Coal No. 5, Peoria County—The mine was not 
sampled so no data are available for the coal as mined. The sample 
for float-and-sink analysis was taken from a carload of 2-in. lump 
coal used in a boiler test at the University of Illinois. This sample 


TABLE 40 
Screen Anatysis—Mine H 


Sample P 
Ash j Sulphur 
: : Cumulative 1D os per cent 
Size gens Weight 
per cen per cent 
(Moisture Free) 
+1 in. coptetasetnlaticty eonentret 31.9 31.9 
1x¥% tle Samo em gccmo ONC 48.3 80.2 
BOR SRT worse coat reees TIB3aa 93.3 
3$ x 46 in see BGS aeeete 5.0 98.3 
PAG ERCORIits srevereys costenes bee Sze 100.0 
MI Otel Merseeterssner crete. arovenette 100.0 
Float and Sink Sizes 
SeUG AN comic erect 80.2 80.2 10.22 4.89 
VOX Osis seer seer nies 19.8 100.0 10.99 4.52 
Total and averages....... 100.0 10.43 4.84 


*This sample was taken after passing through a crusher set at approximately 1 inch. 
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Fic. 18. WasHasiuity Curves, Mine H, Tiepite Sampie P 
(Moisture Free) 
Coal sizes: No. 68, +14 in.; No. 64, —1% in. 


was taken after the coal had passed through a crusher set at 1 inch. 
Table 40 is therefore a screen analysis of this crushed lump and is no 
indication of the sizes this mine produces. A considerable amount of 
coal coarser than 1 inch passed through the crusher. 


Test Procedure and Washability Analyses 


The sizes from the screen analyses were combined to give two 
samples for float-and-sink analysis, a + %-in. and %x0-in. size. 
The + %-in. size is therefore crusher size 1 inch x screen size % inch. 
The average ash and sulphur analyses for these samples are given in 
Table 40. The sulphur is high, being nearly 5 per cent. 
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TABLE 42 
THEORETICAL Yretps—Ming H 


(Moisture Free) 


Raw Coal 
Per Yield Sepa- Coal Refuse 
Si cent per cent ration 
VAS of Ash S at 
Total per per Sp. Gr. 
cent cent Coal | Refuse Ash iS Ash Ss 

PST See 80.2 10.2 4.9 98.8 12 1.70 9.8 4.7 46.7 18.9 
PE SXA ONIN ee ec.e oes 2 19.8 11.0 4.5 96.1 3.9 EO 9.1 4.1 58.8 13.8 


*Coal that has passed through a crusher set at 1 inch and over a ¥-in. round hole screen. 


TABLE 43 
YIELDS FROM 1000 Tons or 2-tn. Lump Coat Crusnep To 1 Inca—Mine H 


Coal, Cleaned Total Refuse 
Coal 2 
é Yield 
Size Tons M* Ash SS B.t.u. | percent} Tons | Per Cent 
BRSO NIT soca e6 Stacie ae 983 15.6 8.1 3.9 11 160 98.3 17 lees 


*The analyses are for a moisture content of 15.6 per cent, the approximate moisture in the coal 


as mined. The moisture percentage was not determined accurately as in the case of the other coals 
tested; but is an average obtained from published analyses of this coal. The moisture in the cleaned 
coal will depend upon the method of cleaning used. 


Table 41 and washability curves 63 and 64, Fig. 18, give the sum- 
mary of the float-and-sink analyses. The 4% x0-in. coal shows good 
cleaning characteristics. Either size could be cleaned to produce a 
coal of about 9 per cent ash with a high recovery. Table 42 gives some 
arbitrarily selected yields, while these same yields are expressed in 
terms of yields per 1000 tons in Table 43. This is an excellent coal for 
this field. The cleaned coal has a calorific value of slightly over 11 000 
B.t.u. The ash percentage of this cleaned coal would be about 8 per 
cent and the sulphur percentage about 4. 

Data relating to raw coal samples tested are as follows: 


Coat From Mine H, Tipets Sampty P 


Raw Coal Lightest Coal 
Washability Ash Sulphur Moisture Ash Sulphur 
Curve No. Size percent percent percent Sp. Gr. percent per cent 


(Moisture free) 
Base ces. 5 + in. 8.63 4.13 ES Yaloje | ee apGo doe 
“lod ane —¥ in. 9.28 3.81 Oy ee 
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Conclusions 


This is naturally a good coal, and it is questionable whether there 
would be enough benefit derived from cleaning to warrant the opera- 
tion. In making any conclusions on this sample, it must be considered 
only as a crushed lump sample. The finer sizes produced are more 
than likely considerably higher in ash than this sample since that 
is characteristic of practically all of the coal produced in Illinois. 
These finer sizes could probably be benefited to a great extent by 
being cleaned. 


22. Summary and Conclusions.—It is impossible to give briefly a 
complete summary of this investigation that would include all mat- 
ters of interest. However, a very general summary of the washability 
of these coals can be made by comparing the yields and analyses of 
the separation products made at selected specific gravities. This com- 
parison is given in Table 44. While it is true that these separation 
points are somewhat arbitrary, yet for the purpose of comparing the 
several coals they are quite logical. The names assigned to the three 
separation products—clean coal, middlings, and refuse—are expressive 
of the character of these products, for the refuse is worthless from a 
fuel standpoint, the clean coal is as low in ash as would be justified 
by the yield, and the middling is an intermediate product that would 
have to be crushed and retreated if it were to be worth anything. 

For comparison, the results are given on a moisture-free basis so 
the percentages of ash and sulphur are somewhat higher numerically 
than if they were given on an as-mined or as-received basis. (In 
studying the data in this report, the reader should notice that all 
curves and some of the tables are on a moisture-free basis, but that in 
some cases analyses are given on a mine-moisture basis to show 
channel samples or final products.) Since Mine H was not sampled the 
correct moisture content of the coal bed is not known, but the figure 
given is an average obtained from published analyses of mine samples. 

A more complete and detailed summary as to the washability of 
each coal may be found in the tables “Theoretical Yields” and “Yields 
from 1000 Tons Run of Mine Coal,” prepared for each coal. The 
comparisons shown in Table 44, however, indicate in a general way the 
relative washability of these coals. It is quite clear that recoveries of 
from about 75 to 85 per cent will give a clean coal, for all but two 
mines, that will contain less than 10 per cent ash (dry basis). The as- 
mined coal from Mine F is as low in ash and much lower in sulphur 
than any of the washed coal from the other mines. The coal from 
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Mine H, a sample from a car of 2-in. lump, was also relatively low in 
ash. 

A glance at Table 44 shows large percentages of sulphur in the 
clean coal, except, of course, from Mine F. This investigation brings 
out very clearly the fact that, excluding Mine F, none of the coal 
from the mines that were sampled can be made to yield a low-sulphur 
coal by any preparation or washing process. A study of the float-and- 
sink summary tables shows that, even with coal as fine as 20 mesh, 
the sulphur in the 1.30-float product is almost always greater than 
2.25 per cent and in only one or two cases is less than 2.00 per cent. 
Indeed, early in the investigation it became evident that a low-sul- 
phur coal could not be obtained, again excepting Mine F, for the 
average organic sulphur in the channel samples ranged from about 
1.2 per cent for Mine G to 1.8 per cent for Mine A (1.3 per cent to 2.0 
per cent, dry basis). Since organic sulphur is not removable by any 
known process, it must be clear that the lowest sulphur percentage 
that can be obtained by any washing process is the percentage of 
organic sulphur that is in the coal. 

If all the pyrite were in lump form and could be freed by crushing 
then a clean coal with approximately the limiting percentage of sul- 
phur (the per cent of organic sulphur) could be produced, but it is 
well known that some of the pyrite is present in microscopic particles, 
averaging about %oo inch and less in diameter. Crushing even to 
200 mesh would not free all of this material so it is obvious that even 
the finest float coal will show pyritic sulphur. While no determinations 
of pyritic sulphur were made on the finest material, yet the results | 
on the sizes tested prove the point. On 10x 20-mesh, 1.30 specific 
gravity float coal from Mines B, C, and E the percentages of pyritic 
sulphur were 0.61, 0.38 and 0.86 respectively, with higher percentages 
in the float coal from the heavier-gravity solutions. 

In all coals but those from Mine F, a large amount of sulphur 
will remain after preparation and washing, due to high organic sul- 
phur and inseparable pyrite. 
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